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WEST INDIES. 
JAMAICA. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun Exvxis, dated 
FAIRFIELD, February 6th, 1828, 








Dear BroTHeER, , 

‘tIn my last letter, it was my painful duty to inform you of the 
departure of our dear fellow-labourer, Brother George Timzus, and” 
of the severe illness of his surviving widow. You will regret to hear,” 
that during the two months which have since elapsed, Sister Timzus 
has continued to suffer much from the same disorder, though I am 
thankful to say, the symptoms have gradually abated, and we are % 
now in hopes that she may regain her former state of health. The 
remaining members of our missionary family in this island have like- 
Wise been more or less affected with the prevailing fever and dysen- 
tery, but by God’s mercy have all recovered, with the exception of 
Brother Pfeiffer’s little boy, who is still suffering from the former: 
complaint, 

“* Shortly before Christmas, Brother Pfeiffer ang his wife removed 
to New Eden, to undertake the temporary charge of the congrega- 
tion there, May the Lord give them grace and strength for the 
discharge of their important duties, and in due. time send us addi- . 
tional labourers, of whom we stand much in need. 


JOHN. ELLIS. “4 



























From Brother James Licur. 
Irwin, Fed. 5th, 1828, 







My Dear Brotuer, 


** Your welcome letter of enemies 7th should have beenan- — a 
erent by the first packet this year, had I not bom as time < 
OL. III. 19 ; x 
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confined with a severe attack of rheumatic fever, a disorder which 
appears to have been prevalent, not only ih Jamaica, but also 
throughout the whole of the West Indies. It is said not to have 
been dangerous, though accompanied with much and acute suffering, 
and in many cases with lameness, caused by stiffness in the ‘joints. 
In Kingston it obtained the name of the dandy fever; among the ne- 


"> groes it was denominated broke-wing, or broké-bone fever, as it de- 


prived many for some days of the use of their limbs. The fever 
confined me ten days; my wife ‘suffered from it yet more severely 
than myself. In her case it was accompanied with violent head- 
ache, and it eventually took an intermittent form, which still proves 
very troublesome. 

“The ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of our intended 
new church was originally fixed for December 6th, but owing to the 
illness of our Brethren in St. Elizabeth’s and Westmoreland parishes, 
and other-circumstances, we were obliged io postpone it till the 20th 
of the same month. On this interesting occasion about five hundred 
negroes and people of colour assembled, besides several overseers of 
estates and master tradesmen, residing in our neighbourhood. Se- 
veral friends of other religious denominations, stationed at or near 
Montego-bay, favoured us with their presence on this day, and 
among them the Rev. Messrs. G. Blyth, J. Orton, and W. Burchell. 
After Brother Scholefield had delivered a short address, in reference 
to the object which had brought us together, the ceremony of laying 
the stone took place, in the usual manner. I then offered up a 
prayer, and concluded the service with the Old Testament blessing. 
Considering the unhealthy state of the population around us, hardly 
a house on Montego-bay being free from fever, and the uncertainty 
which prevailed as to the day appointed for the solemnity, we were 
both surprised and gratified to see so many present at it. 

** The church is to be 50 feet by 30 in the clear, with a vestry 10 
feet square; the wall of stone, of which the masonry is nearly finish- 
ed. The carpenter engages to have the whole of his contract com- 
pleted by the end of May, and the dwelling-house by the end of the 
year. We would now crave the active and liberal exertions of ouf 
deat brethren and friends, to assist us in defraying the heavy ex- 
pense hereby incurred. The sum required will not fall far short of 

£2000, for the greater part of which, we fear we must depend on 
the liberality of our christian friends in Europe. The work we have 
at length commenced, after many years of anxious waiting, would 
not have been undertaken, had we not possessed those encourage 
ments, which are derived from confident dependence on the pro 
mises of the gracious Master whom we are favoured to serve. We 
thereforé again entreat our christian friends to come forward to our 
help, and to ‘strengthen our hands, by dispensing unto us as theif 
hearts shall be disposed by God himself, of that substance where- 
with He hath blessed them.’ Though we have not been without 
discOuragements, in regard to the spiritual improvement of those 
among whom we labour, during the past six months, arising for the 
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most part out of the peculiar circumstances of the country, we can- 
not but hope and believe that it continues progressive.. We ate, 
however, more and more convinced, that an establishment like that 
we are now forming, will prove, under the blessing of the Lord; an 
important means of furthering the good work of religious instruc- * 
tion among the negroes in this vicinity. Qi 

“During the year past, 16 adults and 20 children have been bap- = © 
tized at Irwin, four persons received into the congregation, and one 
re-admitted; 16 were admitted to the holy communion, and’ one re- 
admitted; 17 became candidates for that ordinance; 5 persons have 
been excluded; 11 have departed this life. Three of these gave-us 
peculiar satisfaction by their christian deportment, from! the time 
they joined our fellowship, and we believe that they-left this:world 
rejoicing in God their Saviour, and relying on His merits alone for 
salvation. In the early part of this year, I was under the necessity 
of discontinuing my visits on Musquito-cove estate, in Hanover’ pa> 
rish, and have therefore omitted to include the number of tlie bap+ 
tized on that property, in my yearly statement. As regards: these 
people, I rejoice, that they have now an opportunity of hearing the 
gospel, by walking the short distance of a couple of miles. Besides 
the church, there are the chapels of the Rev. Mr. Watson of the 
Scottish, and of the Rev. Mr. Hudson of the General Baptist Mis- 
sion, near at hand, both of whom, having commenced their labours 
in the town of Lucea, and its neighbourhood, in the beginning of last 
year, found many souls longing after the word of life, prepared to 
attend their ministry. 

“Our small flock consisted, at the close of the year, of the fol 
lowing members:—Communicants, 76:, baptized adults, 88; baptized 
children, 205; in all, 369. 

March 11. 

“Your welcome letter of December 19th reached me on the 
25th ult, It was a real pleasure to me again to see your hand- 
Writing, and encouraged me to hope that I shall continue to be 
favoured with an occasional line of remembrance from one so well 
acquainted with the gracious leadings of my Lord and Saviour, from 
the days of my earliest youth. I may truly declare, that goodness 
and mercy have followed me all the days of my life. When T me- 
ditate upon the way which the Lord hath led me, and the nieans 
which He was pleased to make use of for the furtherance of my 
growth in grace and in self-knowledge, and further call to mind how 
greatly your fatherly advice and instructions were blessed to me, I 
feel mingled emotions of wonder and gratitude, In your letter you 
allude to the opinion of a late highly respected medical friend, on the 
subject of my health. I well remember it, and have no doubt that 
he had good grounds for the apprehension he entertained, that my 
days might be but few in atropical climate. Yet how mercifully 
hath the Lord brought me thus far on my way, during a service of 
twenty seven years in the West Indies, a wonder to myself as well 
as to others. Continue, dear Brother, to remember me in your 
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prayers. You know my motto: ‘* Whate’er I am, whate’er I do,— 
*Tis grace. I must ascribe it to.” Iam still favoured to labour a 
little in the vineyard of my Lord, and I earnestly desire to labour 
more abundantly. 

** You enquire how the building of our new church advances, re- 
minding us that the finances of our missions are low, and exhorting 
to:economy in the application of our funds. The walls of the chapel 
are finished, and I hope, in a couple of months, to see the carpenter 
mount) the ridgepole of the roof. As to our finances, I can only re- 
peat the assurance, that we do all that is in. our power to avoid un- 
necessary expenditure, nor can I refrain to add my firm persuasion, 
that the Lord, who has helped us so graciously hitherto, will provide 
in some way or other.the requisite means for the completion of the 
work.)'!eQur worthy friends in England have, in former instances, 
come forward liberally in support of this .mission, and we confidently 
believe that they will not forget us when their benevolent aid is most 
needed.) We beg a continued interest in your prayers. I remain 
your affectionate Brother, JAMES. T. LIGHT. 


From Brother J..ScHOLEFIELD. 


New Carmen, Feb. 5th, 1828. 
Dear BRoTaer, 


**You will have been already informed of our arrival at this 
place onthe 22d May last, pursuant to our appointment to under- 
take the care of this newly-formed mission settlement. Although 
we did not find the dwelling-house as far advanced as we had been 
led to expect, the windows being still in a very unfinished state, (in 
which state indeed they remain to this day,) we determined to enter 
it without loss of time. ‘This we accordingly did, and though desti- 
tute of some ordinary domestic comforts, we have felt ourselves truly 
contented and happy, being treated with the utmost kindness by 
many friends around us, and perceiving more and more that the 
word of the Lord is listened to with eagerness by the negroes, On 
Sunday, we have seldom less than three hundred people attending 
divine worship, children included; and of late, many have comé to 
haye their names put down as new people. At the time of our am 
rival, about 18 persons had been already baptized by our Brethren, 
and 6 received into the congregation. To this number 27 have 
since been added, $ by holy baptism, and 24 by reception. You will 
perhaps think, that more fruit might have been expected during this 
period, especially when it is considered, that our public services on 
Sunday are regularly attended by more than the apartment in which 
we meet will contain. The reason, however, is, that the people in 
this neighbourhood are extremely ignorant on religious subjects, and 
attach, as we fear, too much importance to the mere act of baptism. 
We have at present 41 on our list of candidates for this ordinance, 
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or for reception, and 6 persons have already been admitted to the 
enjoyment of the holy communion. On the whole, we have much 
reason for encouragement. The serious deportment of those who 
have been received into our fellowship, or are under religious in- 
struction, and the increasing desire after the word of life, lead us to 
hope that Aere also many souls will be gained for our Saviour. 

** Before we entered upon our service at this place, the young la- 
dies at Hopeton had already undertaken the instruction of a number 
of negro children in reading. The building of a school-room had 
been commenced, and a schoolmistress had been appointed, a mu- 
latto woman of good character, and apparently well qualified for the 
task. Mrs. Cooper, at the Cruse, was also engaged with the in- 
struction of the children belonging to that estate, and.of any others 
who would come to her. These schools we have much pleasure: in 
visiting once a fortnight, and catechising the children. We have 
also established a Sunday-school in our own house. The number of 
hegroes at present attending it amounts to from 60 to 100, all of 
whom are instructed in reading; at the same time they commit 
texts of scripture and hymns to memory, and are catechised. We 
age assisted in this agreeable duty by Mrs. Cooper, who, with -her 
husband, regularly attends our services, by Misses Mary and Isa- 
bella Senior, and Mrs. Coke. Several members of our small con- 
gregation also take a share in teaching. We feel truly thankful to 
the Lord for having placed us in a part of His vineyard, where we 
find ourselves surrounded by so many christian friends, who are not 
ashamed to assemble with their negroes, on the day consecrated to 
the worship of our common Lord, to hear His word, and unite in 
His praises. Observing the inconvenience to which we are subjected 
by the want of a school-room, many of these friends have voluntarily 
entered into a subscription to enable us to build one, and have like- 
wise applied to the Ladies’ Society in London for the education of 
negro children, from whom we have received a generous donation of 
25. towards this object. Including this grant, there has been al- 
ready raised, partly by private subscription, and partly by the sale 
of needle-work, the sum of 200/. currency (140/. sterling.) Be- 
sides the schools aboVe alluded to, we have also formed two day- 
schools, in which 100 children are instructed. In all these labours 
we have been very kindly aided by Mrs. Wright, a pious lady, who 
has been spending several months in our neighbourhood, and is much 
interested in our success. At Christmas, we held a love-feast with 
the children, of whom ninety attended, and appeared very happy, 
while singing the praises of their incarnate Saviour. 

** Pray for us, dear brethren, that the Lord may direct us by His 


spirit, and strengthen us by His grace, for the work which we are- 


called to perform, and which promises to become increasingly ex 
tensive and important. 


; March 1th. 
**Last Sunday was our prayer-day, on which solemn occasion 


* 










































































































































































































































150 MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 


four persons were received into the congregation, and eight ad- 
mitted into the class of candidates for baptism or reception. 
Our house, which is still open from one end to:the other, for the ac- 
commodation of the congregation till the church is finished, is found 
too small to contain our hearers, amounting ordinarily to three hun- 
dred eyery Sunday, children included. Negroes are continually 
coming to us, to request that their names may be put down in the 
list of new people. Our schools also continue to prosper, and to 
extend their sphere of usefulnesss. Much might be done in this 
neighbourhood by the instrumentality of schools, if we had sufficient 
means. The woods, by which we are surrounded, at a distance of 
from two to four miles from this place, are inhabited by many free 
brown people, whose children in general grow up in extreme igno- 
rance, especially of religious truth. We are, therefore, led to: an- 
ticipate much good from the three schools established among them, 
and which I intend to visit regularly, and to take the opportunity of 
addressing the parents, who attend on these occasions. I mentioned 
in my last the generous grant of 25/. from the Ladies’ Society for 
the Education of Negro Children, towards the erection of our school; 
room. Besides 30/. currency, produced by the sale of needle-work, 
the following subscriptions have been kindly raised, and presented to 
us for the same object :— 

Frederick Cooper, Esq. £5 0 O| AVisitor . . . . < 
Mrs. Cooper... . 5 0 0O| Mrs. Senior and Family 
Mrs.Coke - .. . +» 5 6 8 | Collection at Hopeton . 
MissSmith. . ..- . 5 6 8| Miss Pringlefield. .. 112. 6 


Miss Smith has likewise kindly given the timber necessary to com 
plete the frame-work. 

**To the wish expressed by the Ladies’ Society, that a day- 
school should be established at New Carmel, under our superin- 
tendence, for the expense of which they generously offer to provide; 
we are disposed thankfully to accede. We will gladly do our best 
to fulfil the Christian intentions of these friends of the negro race, 
and trust that the divine blessing may rest upon our feeble endea* 
vours. Of our Sunday scholars, 143 attended last Sunday, and it 
was with no small regret that we found ourselves obliged to dismiss 
many of them before the public service commenced, for want of 
sufficient accommodation. I was much encouraged by my last visit 
to Mesopotamia. Above a hundred negroes were present at divine 
worship, and seemed to listen with much attention. The distance 
of this estate from New Carmel, about twenty miles, is a great ob/ 
stacle to our visiting it as frequently as we could wish. With our 
cordial remembrance to the members of the Society for the Fur 
therance of the Gospel, believe me ever your affectionate Brother, 

J; SCHOLEFIELD. 
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ANTIGDA. 
From Brother Grorce RosBins. 


Gracesay, Jan. 18th, 1828. 
My Dear Brotuer, 

**I am unable to describe to you the feelings of joWand gratitude 
which pervaded our hearts, on the receipt of your welcome letter of 
November 8th. Accept our cordial thanks for your brotherly sym- 
pathy with us, under our late trying visitation.* To be deprived of 
all personal comforts at a time, when we seemed to stand most in 
need Of them, is a trial which does not fall to the lot of many; but 
our Saviour has seen’‘fit to lay it upon us, and to His gracious will 
we desire to feel altogether resigned. 

**To the kind friend, whose generous donation of ten pounds, to- 
wards the repair of our private losses, you announced to us, we de- 
sire in an especial manner to return our unfeigned thanks. May the 
Lord, who hath put it into his heart to do good to one of the least 
among his brethren, reward him abundantly, out of the fulness of 
His grace. I cannot here omit mentioning to you, that most of our 
European brethren and sisters generously contributed to our wants, 
from their own stock of wearing apparel; and this, with a further 
present of clothing which we received from a lady in St. John’s, 
supplied our more immediate necessities. , What I have most to re- 
gret is the loss of all my books, and especially of my writing-desk, 
containing my most valuable papers. 

** You have often heard of the school, which has been long cared 
for by our brethren at Gracebay, and I am thankful to be able to 
report that it is still in a flourishing state. It would, -as far as we 
can judge, be yet more so, were the generality of negro parents more 
deeply impressed with the importance of instruction to the happiness 
and well-being of their children. any are, however, very remiss 
im sending them, though the children themselves are for the most 
part eager tocome. We will not, however, despair of seeing an 
improvement in this respect. Many of our scholars learn readily 
and correctly texts of scripture and hymns, and we have reason to 
think, that our labours are not unaccompanied with the divine 
blessing. The greatest number that has attended on Sundays, since 
I came to this place, was two hundred, sometimes, however, it is 
not much more than half that amount. 

*“'We have had a very sickly season during the last two months, 
most of us having suffered more or less from attacks of fever, from 
which, however, we are, by the Lord’s mercy, gradually recovering. 
Several changes are about to take place in our missionary circle. 
Brother Zippel will remove from Newfield to St. John’s, where 
Brother Néwby has also obtained leave to reside, his increasing age 
Ril ah a 


* The loss of all their effects by shipwreck, during the hurricane of August 
See page 73. Ot rf 
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and infirmities not allowing him to undertake the entire charge of a 
negro congregation. Brother Schill will succeed him at Cedar-hall. 
_Intfeating a continuance of your prayers for the servants of this 


mission and their respective flocks, believe me, &c. 
G. ROBBINS. 


ST. KITTS. 
From Brother S. Hoca. 
Betuespa, Feb. 7th, 1828. 


Dear BROTHER, 

“* You allude to the testimony of our dear Brother Hueffel, whose 
visit to this island, in the course of last year, we still remember 
with thankfulness, ‘‘ That notwithstanding many imperfections, and 
not a few hindrances, laid in the way by the enemy, the work of the 
Lord in this mission continues to prosper.” To the praise of His 
holy name we can still make the same declaration, and though sin 
and iniquity abound, and the love of some hath in consequence wax- 
ed cold, we rejoice to know, that there are not a few, even in Be- 
thesda, who confess His name, acknowledge that in him they have 
righteousness and strength, and press forward amidst many trials 
and difficulties, towards the mark, for the prize of their high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. .We live certainly in an evil day; for though 
we have no cause to complain of direct opposition to the preaching of 
the Gospel, we are made often and painfully aware of the secret ope- 
rations of the enemy of God and man. Against these we cease not 
with tears to warn the souls committed to our ministry, and we trust, 
not without evidence, that our feeble efforts are seconded by the in- 
fluence of that Spirit, who alone can effectua'ly administer both the 
reproofs and the consolations of the gospel. In the extrcise of that 
wholesome and necessary discipline, which I trust will ever be main- 
tained in the church and missions of the Brethren, we have been un- 
der the painful necessity of excluding many of our members, during 
the course of the year past, even more than have been baptized and 
received into the congregation. The number of the latter was 43; 
besides whom, 14 were re-admitted to church-fellowship, and 44 
became partakers of the holy communion. Painful as these things 
are, we will not, however, be discouraged, but rather be more dili¥ 
gent in prayer and supplication tothe Lord, and more earnest in in 
viting’and encouraging sinners to come unto Him whois the only 
Saviour. 

‘*Our Sunday and evening schools are conducted as heretofore, 
and we have every reason to believe, that they are the instruments 
of much good. We are convinced, ‘however, that to. make them 
permanently efficient, the superintendance of a regular teacher is 
necessary. . It remains to be seen, whether such.a) one can: be pro 
cured. A supply of about two hundred spelling-baoks, and aboutas 





2 BPS Me ow eee 






ose 
ber 
and 
the 
His 
sin 
yax- 
Be- 
have 
rials 
lling 
ough 
ng of 
 ope- 
e not 
trust, 
\e in- 
th the 
£ that 
main- 
en un- 
during 


etofore, 
ruments 
ce them 
acher is 
be pro 
about as 





MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 158 


many first and second lessons, would be most acceptable to us... Im 
deed we can hardly proceed without them. On the third Christmas 
holyday we had a lively love-feast with our school children: the 
number that attended was not quite so great as the preceding year, 
owing to the rainy weather. 

**We have much reason for thankfulness to the Lord our heavenly 
Father, who has graciously preserved us from harm during the late 
hurricane season, and also from any very serious illness, May we 
show our gratitude by the surrender of our all to His blessed ser- 
vice. With affectionate remembrance to all our brethren and 
friends, believe me, &c. S. HOCH. 


From Brother Joun JoHansEn. 


BassETERRE, Fed. 18th, 1828. 
My Dear Broruer, 

‘For the Periodical Accounts, Missionary Registers, and other 
publications forwarded to us with our supplies, I beg to return cor- 
dial thanks, in my own name, and in that of my brethren, The pe- 
rusal of them excited us to praise the Lord our Redeemer, for the 
efforts made by His servants in various denominations, to spread the 
knowledge of His name throughout the world. O may He be pleased 
yet more fully to accomplish His blessed purposes with His church 
on earth, uniting all His children in one spirit, and abiding their only 
shepherd, high priest, and Saviour ! 

“In regard to our service in this mission, we can declare with 
gratitude, that the Lord grants us from time to time refreshing 
showers of His grace, by which we are strengthened and encouraged 
to persevere in the blessed work to which H@vhas called us. On 
Sunday the 10th inst. we had a solemn prayer-day with our negro 
flock, on which, at Basseterre, 4 adults were baptized, 9 received 
into the congregation, 8 re-adiitted, and 12 became candidates for 
baptism. At Bethesda, 2 were baptized, 4 received, 1 re-admitted, 
and 3 became candidates for baptism. Previous to this prayer-day, 
we had spoken individually with about 700 new people, candidates 
and excluded. Even in the hearts of some who.are very ignorant 
and indifferent to the one thing needful, we hope the good seed sown 
may not be altogether unproductive. Of this, indeed, we have 
known many cheering instances. You may imagine, however, that 
thankful as we are for every opportunity of speaking a word in sea- 
son to the most benighted of the population around us, this depart- 
ment of our duty is not a little fatiguing, many of those who visit us 
having literally nothing to say. With our communicants, on the 
other hand, the case is very different. We never converse with 
them before the holy communion, without benefit to our own hearts. 
At the first communion this year, seven persons partook 1 bee first 
time, six were appointed for confirmation, and ten bec&me candi- 
dates. During the course of the year 1827, there were baptized at 


Basseterné; 23 adults and 92 children, 88 were received into the 
Vou. 111. 20 
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congregation, 29 re-admitted, 55 became communicants, 120 ad- 
Mitted candidates for baptism or reception, 75 departed this life. 
Excluded or removed to other places, 106 persons. Married, 34 
couples. The children instructed in Sunday or evening-schools 
amount to about 400. Our congregation at. Basseterre at the close 
of the year 1827, consisted of the following: 2154 baptized mem- 
bers, adults and children, of whom 737 are communicants, 67 more 
than last year. To these, if 348 candidates for baptism or recep- 
tion, and 640 new people, &c. be added, the whole number of souls 
under our care will amount to 3142. Among those whom we had 
the pain to exclude from our fellowship, were several young married 
people, who proved unfaithful to their wives, being tempted, either 
by dislike to their lawful partners, or by sensual desire, to connect 
themselves with other females. Where timely remonstrance fails 
to prevent this sinful practice, exclusion of course is resorted to, and 
not unfrequently proves the means of bringing the parties to repent- 
ance and reformation of life. 

**Our Sunday-school has been held without interruption, except- 
ing on prayer and communion-days, when we feel sensibly the want 
of a proper school-room. Our evening schools, on several estates, 
were for some time more thinly attended than formerly; but our ad- 
monitions to the parents seem not to have been without effect, if we 
may judge by the increased attendance since the beginning of the 
year. We feel very much the want of a salarized teacher, to un- 
dertake the inspection of the schools established on the different 
plantations, a duty which our numerous missionary engagements will 
not allow us to perform as we could wish. On Christmas-day we 
held our annual love-feast with the children, of whom about 320 
were present, and among whom, after we had examined and cate- 
chized them, we distributed a number of books and tracts. Several 
of the children read the bible and testament with facility. On the 
Sunday following we assembled the teachers, who were addressed on 
the subject of their important duties, and to each of whom we pre- 
sented a small bible, from the supply generously granted to us by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. The expense connected with - 
our school at Basseterre during the year 1827, has amounted to 
15/. Oe. 6d,; with that at Bethesda, to 7/. 5¢. Od.—Total, 20/. 5. 
6d. currency. 

‘** Sister Shick keeps an evening school twice a week, with some 
of the female teachers, whom she instructs in reading, writing, and 
cyphering, and her husband gives similar instruction to a few 
young men. May the Lord lay His blessing upon these feeble at- 
tempts, and reward our dear friends in England, who generously 
contribute the means required for the instruction of the negro race. 
A further supply of school-books is greatly needed by us. A few 
hundred copies of the first and s¢cond parts of the spelling-book for 
Sunday-schools, and of spelling-cards, would be of great service 
Perhaps you may be able, through the kind aid of some school-so- 
ciety in London, to procure them for us. I cannot helpimentioning 
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to you, that the Instructions of the Scottish Missionary Society, a 
copy of which you sent us last year, have been perused by us all 
with great blessing and encouragement: they well deserve the con- 
sideration of every missionary. 

** The season has of late been very unhealthy, and we have all 
suffered more or less from the prevailing fever. Thank God Jam 
now pretty well restored. On the $0th November, at three o’clock 
in the morning, we experienced a severe shock of an earthquake, 
which however, by God’s mercy, did no particular damage. 

April Tth. 

**We have again celebrated a very blessed passion season with 
our dear negro congregation. On Good Friday, and Easter Sunday, 
the numbers that flocked to our church, were so great that the Bulld- 
ing could not contain them. On the hearts of many we trust an 
abiding impression has been made. On Easter Sunday, three adults 
were baptized, nine received into the congregation, and ten straying 
sheep were re-admitted to church-fellowship. 

‘You will probably hear by this mail, of the happy departure of 
Brother Procop, in Antigua, which took place on the 18th March, 
after a very short illness. His long and faithful services in the St. 
Kitt’s mission have endeared his memory, not only to the negroes, 
but to many in the island who had the pleasure to know him. Though 
for some years past his strength had been in a declining state, the 
loss of so worthy and experienced a fellow-labourer will be painfully 
felt by our brethren in Antigua. With affectionate remembrance to 
all our dear brethren and friends, believe me your very faithful bro- 
ther, J. JOHANSEN. 


BARBADOES. 
From Brother S. BrRuNNER. 


SHARON, Jan. Qist, 1828.6 
Dear BroTuHER, a 
**T am sorry to inform you that the letter, with enclosures, which 
you state having forwarded to me by the first September packet, has 
never come to hand. It was doubtless lost, with all the remaining 
contents of that mail, of which no tidings have been heard since the 
vessel left Madeira. Such losses are, as you may suppose, doubly 
painful to us, as our communication with Europe’ is, from circum- 
stances, necessarily restricted. The progress of the mission in this 
island, though not as rapid as in some other of our West India sta 
tions, is, we trust, steady, and certainly affords us much ground for 
encouragement. In the course of last year there have been baptized 
at Sharon, 65 adults and 34 children. ‘Ten persons have been re- 
ceived into the congregation, and four fe-admitted, Seven adults a9 
and nine children have rted this life. Four persons have been 4 
excluded. At the <lodsiine year the congregation consisted of ; 
226 adults, among whom ate 104 communicants, and 57 baptized 
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children, under 12 years of age. If to these are added 123 candi 
dates for baptism or reception, and 175 new people, &c. the total 
of megroes under our care will be 581. At Mount Tabor, during 
the same period, have been baptized, seven adults and six children. 
Received into the congregation 12 persons. One adult and four 
children have departed this life. At the close of the year, the num- 
bers were, 28 baptized adults and four children; 34 candidates for 
baptism, and 40 new people. Total, 106 persons. 
March 18th. 

** The testaments, spelling-books, and cards, are a most important 
and valuable present to our Sunday-schools, for which we beg to re- 
turm our most grateful acknowledgments to the kind donors, the 
committee of the Sunday-school Society. 

“You will see by the annexed accounts, that the expenses incur- 
red in the maintenance of our schools during the year past have 
been 5/. 178. currency. Weare now engaged»in building a small 
addition to our missionary premises, which will-answer the double 
purpose of an occasional guest-room anda school-house. We hope 
that our efforts for the instruction of our negroes will be considera- 
bly aided by this arrangement. 

** On our last prayer-day, the 9th instant, 16 adults were baptized 
at Sharon, three received into the congregation, and 21 admitted 
candidates for baptism. At Mount Tabor two adults were baptized, 
* two received into the congregation, and seven added to the class of 
candidates. O that all may abide the property of that Saviour, who 
has purchased their souls with His precious blood! Our missionary 


family at present are well in health. Remember us in your prayers. 
S. BRUNNER. 


SURINAM. 
« Extract of a Letter from Brother W. C. Gentu. 
PARAMARIBO, Jan. 31st, 1828. 


“Tue departure of our friend Mr. Gardner for England affords 
me a convenient opportunity of giving you some account of our mis- 
sion at this place. My last was of the 28th of July, 1827, by Mr. 
Ferrier. 

“During the year past, our Lord and Saviour has given us mani- 
fold proofs of His grace and mercy. New doors have also been 
opened for the entrance of the gospel into many plantations in this 
colony, fifteen of which are regularly visited by us. The instruc 


tion we give to the negroes is chiefly by conversation. To give you ~ 


an idea of these visits, I will mention, that we first wait for an in- 
- vitation from the proprietor or attorney, who may express a wislt 
that we would instruct their negroes in the word of God. If it is 
practicable for us to attend to their requé@#i} one or two days are ap- 
pointed on the estate, on which we m the negroes. As all 
ravelling is here performed by water, a tent-boat (covered boat) is 
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employed, with six negroes as rowers, besides the helms-man, to 
bring the missionary from one estate to the other. To visit the fif- 
teen plantations under our care, employs a missionary for three 
weeks, as the estates are situated on different rivers and creeks, and 
at a considerable distance from each other. The Brethren Voigt 
and Behmer make these voyages alternately, and leave Paramaribo 
for that purpose once a month. This, indeed, is but a small be- 
ginning; but it seems the dawn of a brighter day, as indicating, on 
the part of the planters, an increased conviction, that to enlighten 
their ignorant slaves, by christian instruction, is not only not’ dan- 
gerous, but beneficial, Their external condition remains the same, 
though they are better treated than formerly. The most lamentable 
part of their condition is this, that they are blind heathen, buried in 
ignorance and wickedness. Should not every christian rejoice, that 
the word of God is made known to them for their conversion, lead- 
ing them from the service of sin and Satan to Jesus the Saviour of all 
men, whereby they are made happy in life, suffering, and in death 
itself. We have 147 baptized negroes in the above-mentioned 
plantations. Here in this city, many persons have been added to 
the negro congregation; in 1827, 184 adults and 57 children were 
baptized, and our congregation numbers 1472 baptized persons, 
among whom 888 are communicants. To these may be added, 424 
new people and candidates for baptism:—In all, 2043 negroes under 
our care. The preaching of the gospel in our mission church is at- 
tended by a great number of persons of all colours, and is made by 
the spirit of God life and power unto many hearts. We, who are 
weak instruments in the hand of the Lord, have been enabled to 
carry on our work uninterruptedly and in health. The schools with 
our negro children have been held with success, and many have 
been taught to read the scriptures in their own language. 

“We are at present diligently employed in building our new 
church, and hope to finish it in a few weeks. It stands upon the 
site of the old one, but will be much larger, being 95 feet long and ~ 
60 broad. You will ask where the service is meanwhile performed? 
My answer is, in the old church. This is surrounded by the new 
building, at a distance of 15 feet on each side from the walls. The 
roof of the old one being taken off and the new one covered, we shall 
lose but little time. We have indeed ventured upon an expensive 
undertaking, but could not possibly postpone it any longer. The 
cause of that Lord whom we serve demanded it. We were under the 
necessity of making room for our increasing congregation, and the 
old church was falling to decay. I am, of course, much employed 
in superintending this building, and interrupted in my usual labors, 
Every day twenty-five negro carpenters are at work: a negro is mas- 
ter, and a mulatto, foreman. I before informed you, that, many in- 
habitants of this city have already voluntarily subscribed 10,000 
Dutch guilders, a sum which wilbecover about half the expense. 
May the Lord grant that every thing be done successfully, and that 
His name be thereby glorified more and more in Surinam. Above 
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all, may He grant and preserve to us, who have the great favour to 
assist in the promotion of His kingdom of grace, an humble and 
lowly mind, that we may only seek His glory, forget ourselves, and 
zealously proceed in His work. We call unto all poor sinners, ‘* Lo, 
this is your God.’? Look unto Him who has redeemed you by His 
death on the cross, and shed His blood for the remission of your 
sins, and come unto Him. May the Lord and His Spirit be with you. 
Salute all our brethren and sisters with whom we are united in the 
bonds of christian affection. I remain ever, your faithful brother, 


W. C. GENTH. 


DANISH ISLANDS. 


On page 46 of the present volume, some brief notice was taken of 
the effects of the late hurricane in the Danish West India Islands. 
The following details, contained in letters from our Brethren on that 
station, will, it is presumed, be read with interest:— 


ST CROIX. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Bannor. 
FRIEDENSTHAL, Aug. 24th, 1827. 


‘*On my return from a visit to Brother Sybrecht in St. Thomas, 
who was lying dangerously ill of a fever, I beheld, with sorrow, the 


dreadful devastation which the hurricane of the 17th had made in 
our peaceful settlement of Friedensthal. All our walls and fences 
lay prostrate on the ground, and our flourishing-fruit-trees appeared 
either torn up by the roots or stripped of their branches. But how 
thankful did I feel, when I ascertained that the rest of our mission 
premises, including our old dwelling-house, had been spared by a 
tempest which has overthrown so many new buildings in different 
parts of the islahd. In this neighbourhood it raged with unabated 
fury for nine hours, and occasioned much loss of life, both of men 
and cattle. The name of the Lord be praised, who hasso graciously 
watched over us, and protected us from yet greater calamity. 

** At Friedensfeld, the store-house and stone belfry hiave been 
thrown down: the bell itself, however, escaped injury. The west 
end of the island was most exposed tothe fury of the hurricane, ow- 
ing to which our settlement at Friedensberg has suffered more se- 
verely than any other. 


From Brother SPARMEYER. 


FRIEDENSBERG, Aug. 20th, 1827. 
** On the 17th August, about one o’clock in the afternoon, the 
weather began to be so tempestuous that we deemed it necessary to 
resort, without delay, to all the means in our power for the security 
of our house and church. It.soon appeared that our precautions 
were not likely to be needless,#@8in less than two hours it blew & 
perfect hurricane. All the negroes around us took refuge in our 
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premises, and not a few from the adjoining town. We wandered 
about our houses in no small anxiety, yet praying for resignation to 
the Lord’s will concerning us, Whatever it might be. Our endea- 
vours to make good the injuries which the building successively sus- 
tained from the violence of the storm, were of little avail, and ina 
short time we found ourselves inundated with torrents of rain, which 
entered the roof from the windward side. The spouts belonging to 
our house and church were speedily carried away, the fences of 
every description demolished, and a new hencoop in the yard abso- 
lutely torn to pieces. Our alarm, however, reached its height, 
when we saw the shingles flying from the roof of our fine new 
church. Up to this period we had kept our house door, which 
faced the north, open, but at six o’clock we were obliged to close it, 
and to forego the only remaining view of what was passing around 
us. The wind still rising, the roof began to crack fearfully above 
our heads, and we had every reason to apprehend that it would 
give way. In our distress we cried fervently unto the Lord, that 
He would cause the raging wind to take another direction; He mer- 
cifully heard our prayers, and, just at the time when the danger 
seemed most imminent, bade it blow from the east instead of the 
north. How deeply we were affected by this gracious answer to 
our petition cannot be described; for had the force of the wind once 
fallen upon our roof from the northward, its destruction would have 
been almost inevitable, Although the extremity of the danger had 
thus passed over, our situation remained a very anxious one, till 
about nine o’clock in the evening, when our fears were entirely re- 
lieved by the gradual abatement of the tempest. It was not, how- 
ever, till two o’clock in the morning that we ventured out of doors, 
to examine into the state of our premises. With the returning dawn 
the extent of our loss became manifest to us; but considerable as we 
found it to be, our concern on this account was absorbed in gratitude 
to our merciful heavenly Father, for the protection we had experi- 
enced. Of all our premises our church has received the most seri- 
ous injury; its appearance resembles that of aruin. Half the roof 
has been entirely torn away, many of the fragments being carried 
over our dwelling-house into the middle of the town, where they did 
considerable injury to the Roman Catholic church. The other half 
hangs in an inclined position over the wall, which is rent on two 
sides, almost to the foundation. Large masses of masonry have 
fallen into the church, and broken the seats. Indeed, the injury 
done is of that nature, that more than half of it will have to be coms 
pletely rebuilt. A deputation of gentlemen appointed to examine 
into the extent of the damage done by the hurricane in the town 
and neighbourhood, has estimated our loss at 1000 Spanish dollars. 
On the Sunday following, we assembled in our ruinous church, to 
bring our tribute of thanksgiving to the Lord our Saviour, for the 
gracious preservation which we have experienced: On His future 
help we ently rely, and we believe that He will not put our 
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ST. THOMAS. 
From Brother SY8RECHT. 
New Herenuut, Sept: 8th, 1827. 


** Durinc the hyrricane of the 17th August, we were graciously 
preserved, as were also our Brethren in St. Johns, from all serious 
injury; but on the 28th of the same month we were visited with a 
calamity, nearly equalling in extent that which befel our missionary 
stations in St. Croix. The storm commenced early in the morning, 
and in a short time stripped our kitchen of its roof, overthrew seve- 
ral negro houses, and drove the rain with such violence through the 
window-shutters and walls of our houses, that many of our effects 
were completely spoiled by the wet. In the midst of the terrors of 
this scene, of which only those who have been in similar circum- 
stances can form an adequate idea, we fervently cried to the Lord, 
that He would take us under His almighty protection, and He heard 
our prayers. About 11 o’clock the storm began to abate, so that’ 
we could venture to open the shutters; for during the whole of the 
morning we had been obliged to burn candles in our apartments. 
Had the hurricane lasted a few hours longer, it is probable that few 
buildings, however strong, would have withstood its fury. What 
abundant cause had we for thankfulness to our heavenly father, who 
had kept us and our negroes safe under the shadow of His wings, 
and spared our dwelling-house and church in the midst of the deso- 
lation so widely spread around us. The produce of our fields and 
gardens is indeed almost totally destroyed, and the same is the case 
in St. Johns, where, however, the mission-premises have escaped 
any serious injury. More than thirty vessels lying in our harbour 
have been driven on shore, some of which have run upon the rocks 
and become perfect wrecks. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


From Brother H. P. HaLiBEck. 
GNADENTHAL, WVov. 27th, 1827. 
Dear BROTHER, 

**T am in your debt for several interesting letters, received within 
the last few months. The first dated May 27th, reached me on the 
29th September; but the box of books and the articles of clothing 
which it announced as sent by the Achilles, did not arrive at this 
place till a few days ago, for want of an opportunity to forward them 
from Capetown. I am happy to say, that every thing was in the 
best condition. The books are put up in our library, for which we 
haye now a separate room, and the clothes will shortly be distri- 
buted by me and two of our chapel-servants, who are appointed my 
assistants in caring forthe poor, I will write to the kind donor my- 


thanks and kind salutations. The materials for an 
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we do indeed not make use of for the present; but I trust the time 
will soon come, when we shall have occasion forthem. ‘There are 
now $26 children in our school. The average daily attendance is 
about 200, and the classes of the readers amount to 115. If the 
directors of our missions approve of an attempt being made among 
the Tambookkies, some changes will take place among our mission- 
aries, which will also affect our schools, and very likely lead to the 
adoption of a plan, of which I have long wished to make a trial, viz: 
to use Hottentots as teachers in the schools, the missionaries acting 
only as visitors. If it succeeds, according to my expectation, it will 
enable us to. extend our sphere of activity, without increasing the 
number of missionaries in the same proportion, As yet we have not 
received any answer from Germany regarding the Tambookkie mis- 
sion; but with a view to meet the wishes of government, who are 
anxious that as little time as possible should be lost, and considering 
that last week the greater number of the Cape corps of Hottentots 
was disbanded, among whom several useful individuals might be 
found to accompany the missionaries, if they knew of it before they 
settled in one or other of our settlements, we have found it advisable 
toappoint the missionaries conditionally, pre-supposing that the un- 
dertaking will be sanctioned at home. The Brethren Lemmertz 
and Hoffman, with their wives, have accordingly been called to this 
service, it being understood, that the undertaking must, in the first 
instance, be looked upon as an attempt, which, if necessary, may 
again be abandoned. ‘They have willingly accepted of the appoint- 
ment, and consider themselves highly favoured to be counted worthy 
to engage in so important a work. ‘They will indeed find it no easy 
matter to learn so uncouth a language as that of the Tambookkies; 
but their child-like confidence and reliance on our Saviour will be 
their strength, and enable them to surmount even this difficulty. 
But in this respect we must, like all the missionaries in Caffraria, in 
the first instance, depend on interpreters; and I am’ happy to say, 
that I have just received a letter from Brother Fritsch in Enon, 
stating that ten families there have offered themselves to accompany 
the missionaries to Tambookkie-land, and to settle there, among 
whom there are at least one man and one female who speak the 
language, the latter being the well known Wilhelmina Blatge, now 
Stompje. In case the business should be approved of by our direct- 
ors at home, the wagon is in readiness to roll the Tambookkie apos- 
tles to their place of destination; and I have the verbal assurance of 
the Governor, that a sum not exceeding 200/. will be granted for 
the outfit of the party, and the settlement will be considered to 
stand under the protection of the colonial government. 

**T am sorry to say that Brother Bonatz is in a very precarious 
state of health, and there is but too much reason to apprehend that 
his disorder is very difficult to cure, if not altogether incurable. In 
case of his departure, which we should very much lament, also on 
account of his excellent wife, whose usefulness would thereby be 


diminished, we are glad that Brother Fritsch is now so well ac- 
VoL, 111. 21 
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quainted with the mission at Elim, as to be qualified to succeed him. 
In Groenekloof, Sister Tietze has been dangerously ill of a fever, 
which has been the means of carrying off a number of Hottentots in 
the course of this year, but by the last accounts, she was recovering. 

‘** My last letter from Enon was dated November 12th, at which 
time all the missionaries were well. A new dwelling-house, for 
which preparations were made when I was at Enon, is nearly finish- 
ed. The neighbourhood of the settlement, as indeed all the interior 
portions of the colony, has suffered much from drought. The agri- 
cultural labors of the Hottentots on Strubel’s Place have not indeed 
been altogether unsuccessful; but the gardens belonging to the set- 
tlement have produced but little for want of moisture. The Witte 
River flows with too feeble a current to turn the pump, which on 
former occasions has rendered such essential service to the gardens, 
Brother Fritsch, however, is not disheartened; he thinks that there 
is no reason to complain, as long as they suffer the little water that 
is left to run to waste, and hopes to make use of every drop of it, if 
God spares him a few years longer. I am thankful to say, that the 
harvest in the Cape and Stellenbosch districts is very good. In 
some parts indeed the rust has shown itself, but no material injury 
has been done to the crops, which generally speaking are heavier 
than for many years past. The present prices in our neighbourhood 
are 3s, sterling for a muid, or three Winchester bushels of oats; 
4s. 6d. for a muid of barley, and 12s, to 15s. for a muid of wheat. 
Brother Leitner has been here on a visit from Hemel en Aarde; he 
suffers occasionally from the gout, but in other respects his health 
is good, 

December Sd, 1827. 

** We are daily looking out for letters from Germany regarding 
the proposed Tambookkie mission. As soon as the desired permis- 
sion has been obtained, the Brethren Lemmertz and Hoffman will 
set out, accompanied by Brother Fritsch, who will introduce them 
to Bowana, and assist them in their beginnings. Among the indivi- 
duals who have offered to accompany them, are two or three who 
speak the language, and carry on the most useful trades, e. g. smiths, 
carpenters, &c. It is our wish to encourage Hottentot tradesmen to 
establish themselves, by which means we may be enabled to conduct 
the mission with fewer Europeans than have hitherto been required 
in this country; and thus the progress made by the Hottentots in the 
arts of civilized life, will be subservient to the extension of our la- 
bours. It is needless to add, that if this plan succeeds, the external 
prosperity of the Hottentots will thereby be promoted, a new stimu- 
lus given to their industry, and another seal put to the collateral in- 
fluence of this mission. If through our Saviour’s blessing, one or 
more of the members of our congregations here are in some degree 
rendered useful to their heathenish neighbours, it will be a glorious 
conquest indeed. It is like taking the battery of the enemy and 
turning it against his remaining force. 

**T_am sorry to inform you that Brother Bonatz continues very 
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poorly. As he can have no medical attendance at Elim, we have 
brought him hither, where he has just arrived in great weakness, 
and I have sent a messenger to Stellenbosch, to call in a skilful phy- 
sician. Brother Teutsch will meanwhile conduct the external af- 
fairs of the mission at Elim, assisted by Brother Thomsen. 

January 13th, 1828. 

‘*T inclose our Diary for the last quarter of the year 1827, and 
annexed to it, a brief memoir of our late Brother Bonatz, of whose 
dangerous illness I informed you in my last, and who departed this 
life in a very happy and peaceful manner, on the 16th December. 
His last days here below were most edifying both to ourselves and 
our Hottentots, many of whom have known him long, and will not 
forget his faithful and blessed services of twenty-one years in this 
mission, His widow, with her three children, will remain for the 
present at Gnadenthal, where we should be most happy to retain 
her, and enjoy the benefit of her excellent qualifications for the mis- 
sionary labour. She is very willing to assist my wife in the ar- 
rangement of our domestic concerns, after the departure of Brother 
Lemmertz for the Tambookkie country. 

“* During the Christmas festival I paid a visit at Elim, with my 
family and Sister Bonatz, with a view to arrange the affairs of our 
late brother, and to introduce Brother Teutsch as his successor, in 
the superintendance of this station. For this office he is every way 
qualified. All we have to regret is, that the health of his valuable 
wife is so precarious, I found our people busily engaged in con- 
verting the old house into a place of worship, an undertaking which 
the gradual increase of the congregation has rendered quite neces- 
sary. There are now upwards of a hundred inhabitants at Elim, 
and in the course of last year six adults and six children were bap - 
tized. Fifteen Hottentot houses are finished, and four are building. 
The new dwelling-house for the missionaries, is the most convenient 
for two families that we can boast of in this country, and erected in 
a very neat and substantial manner by the Hottentots of Gnadenthal. 
A great concourse of persons from this neighbourhood attended the 
meetings at Elim, at the conclusion of the year. 

“*From the inclosed Diary you will perceive, that our numbers at 
Gnadenthal have increased within the last twelve months by 28, and 
as great part of the Hottentot corps was disbanded on the 24th of 
November, it is very probable that we shall experience a similar 
increase during the course of the present year. Four of our people 
have already returned to us in consequence. The late festival sea- 
son was a period of great blessing to this congregation, as we have 
ascertained, on conversing individually with our communicants with- 
in the last few days. The following advancement in the privileges 
of the church took place in the Passion and Easter-weeks: $ adults 
and 7 children were baptized, 7 persons admitted candidates for 
baptism, 8 young people of both sexes received into the congrega- 
tion, 11 became candidates for the holy communion, 5 were ap- 
pointed for confirmation, and 5 for re-admission. On review of the 
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occurrences of last year, and comparing the pleasing course of our 
congregation at its clese, with its unsettled and somewhat discou- 
raging state at the commencement, in consequence of the machina- 
tions of enemies from without, we are constrained to own, with 
heartfelt gratitude, ‘‘ The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” By letters from Groenekloof we are glad to 
learn, that Sisier Tietze is quite recovered from her late severe ill- 
ness. On the 6th of January they had a blessed celebration of the 
festival of Epiphany, when 19 persons were admitted to various 
privileges of the church. The harvest in the surrounding district 
had proved abundant; all kinds of grain are consequently cheap, so 
that our Hottentots may look forward to a year of comparative com- 
fort. May they be disposed thankfully to acknowledge, and rightly 
to enjoy the bounty of their heavenly Father. 

‘From Enon I have had no very recent accounts. It is to be 
feared, however, that all the remoter districts of the colony conti- 
nue to be affected with the prevailing drought. Indeed, even in our 
more favoured vicinity, the ground is more parched than I have ob- 
served it to be the case for many years. This is to be ascribed to 
the want of penetrating rains in the winter season: for all our sum- 
mer showers are only superficial, and the little moisture is soon eva- 
porated by the scorching sun. 

** Having received the sanction of the directors of our missions, to 
the proposed attempt to establish a mission among the Tambookkies, 
we have taken measures accordingly, and the Brethren Lemmertz 
and Hoffman, with their wives, are now preparing to set out for 
that region, by way of Enon. Last week, I gave the promised no- 
tice of our intentions to the Colonial Government, and I have just re- 
ceived an answer that £ 200 will be given us in aid of the undertak- 
ing, out of the colonial treasury. I am truly thankful that we have 
got so far, and my prayer is now, by day and night, that the Lord 
may grant His blessing to this important undertaking. Nor dol 
entertain the least doubt, that many brethren and sisters, and chris- 
tian friends in Britain, will support us and the Tambookkie mission 
and missionaries with their prayers, and enable us by their liberality 
to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation to our benighted neighbours. 
Brother and Sister Lemmertz go from hence to Capetown on the 
16th instant, with a view to purchase several necessaries. On their 
return hither, with Brother and Sister Hoffman, they will commence 
their journey, probably some time in February, so that when you 
peruse this letter, you may represent them as already in the coun- 
try of the Tambookkies. We consider the undertaking, in the first 
instance, only as a trial, and the missionaries will therefore make no 
great outlay for buildings, in order that they may be enabled, if ne 
cessary, after they are acquainted with the climate and local cir- 
cumstances, to change their place of residence without any material 
loss. When we consider that Enon had been an inhabited place for 
more than half a century, when we purchased it from Scheeper, and 
yet, after some time, it was found necessary to fix upon another spot 
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for the village, we cannot but admit the propriety of not proceeding 
too hastily in a country so little known, but to get thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it before we fix upon a site for building. As several 
of the inhabitants of Enon accompany the party, they will, at once, 
have a small congregation along with them, to whom they may 
preach in Dutch, and experience will teach them whether the Tam- 
bookkies will be inclined to learn the Dutch language, or whether 
the missionaries should learn their tongue. The latter would be 
more desirable, with a view to further usefulness among their neigh- 
bours. 

‘** All our brethren and sisters in this mission, as far as we know, 
are in good health. My fellow-labourers here beg to unite with me 
in affectionate remembrance to yourself, and to the members of the 
Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. 


H. P. HALLBECK. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun HeENRy ScumitT. 
GROENEKLOoF, Wov. 30th, 1827. 

**We have received two letters from you, one of which, dated 
August 15th, gave us information of the decease of our revered 
Brother Niels Amtrup, a member of the Elders’ Conference of the 
Unity. He was an old and faithful servant in the house of God, and 
has now entered into the joy of the Lord. 

** Our stay at Gnadenthal did not last as long as we expected; for 
as the reconnoitring journey of the Brethren Hallbeck and Fritsch 
to the Tambookkies succeeded so well, the former returned to Gna- 
denthal as early as the 25th of August. He brought with him the 
two children, Hornig and Halter, from Enon, who are to go with us 
to Europe. During Brother Hallbeck’s absence, from the 24th 
March to the 16th October, we spent a pleasant time, enjoying the 
love and confidence of the congregation at Gnadenthal. In general, 
the course of that congregation gives us pleasure. The communi- 
cants are truly desirous to enjoy the privileges of the house of God, 
and to walk worthy of the gospel. We see numiberless proofs 
among these people, how the Lord, as the good shepherd, leads and 
tends His sheep, and truly feeds their souls with His word and sa- 
crament. Some of the young people, however, give us pain by their 
disposition to levity, and their hankering after the world; but of ma- 
ny we have good hopes. 

**We made the journey from Gnadenthal to Groenekloof in four 
days, in a bullock-wagon, over the Fransche Hoek mountain, and 
rejoiced to find our old dwelling-place so much improved during our 
ten years’ absence. We were also delighted to find many of the old 
inhabitants walking in the fear of the Lord, and thankful for the fa- 
vour He bestows upon them. 

“The harvest in this country is productive, and both in the Hot- 
tentots’ and the missionaries’ grounds the crops are abundant. The 
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rust has done no mischief. Many of the inhabitants have built good 
and substantial houses; and there is a line of cottages under the hill, 
as far as the rocks at the end of the kloof. It is to be regretted, 
that drunkenness is the prevailing vice in this part of the country, 
wine and brandy being uncommonly cheap; and it has happened, 
that some of our people, when they go to Capetown, were seduced 
to it by their heathenish companions. 

“The English government have made great changes in the ad- 
ministration of the colony, and we hear that our good friend Colonel 
Cuyler will leave his situation. It was a difficult post, from which 
he had wished to be released. The Groetepost is let on lease, and 
the grove of Groenekloof secured to the mission upon the same 
terms as the land, for which we are thankful. 

**I must still add, that for more than a year a malignant bilious 
fever has prevailed in this country, which also attacked Sister 
Tietze, and brought her into danger, from which, however, she is, 
by God’s blessing, recovering. 

** By a letter from Brother Hornig at Enon, we learn that they 
are suffering much from drought, and their gardens yield nothing; 
but they have made good progress in the building of their new dwel- 
ling-house. On the 21st October, seven adults were baptized at 
that place. Brother Bonatz seems to be in a very precarious state 


of health, and doubts are entertained of his recovery. Two more 
children are yet to join our party, Caroline Hallbeck and Emilia 
Voigt. May the Lord bring us all safe across the ocean. We are, 
thank God, blest with health, and remain ever, yours, &c. 

J. H. SCHMITT, 


From Brother A. CLEMENS. 
GrRoENEKLOOF, Dec. 6th, 1827. 


** Your letters of August and September were received with ma- 
ny thanks. Oh how glad are we to receive reports, not only from 
our friends at, home, but of the progress of the work of God in 80 
many parts of the world! The fainting spirit revives; we feel our- 
selves united with the people and servants of God every where. 
One live coal sets others burning, and we walk more cheerfully in 
the ways of the Lord. Indeed, ever since my last of the 25th May, 
we have needed such encouragement. Dangerous illnesses prevailed, 
and most of our houses were visited with bilious fevers. Many died, 
particularly children. Some considered it as a chastisement from 
the Lord, to awaken sleepy souls. Others endured their illness with 
true Hottentot patience, and derived no spiritual benefit from it. It 
is our duty to bear with them, and to exhort them all to turn with 
their whole heart to the Lord. We thank Him that He restored 
Sister Tietze, and supported Sister Sonderman through her very 
dangerous confinement. At one period but little hopes were enter- 
tained that her life would be spared; but by God’s blessing on the 
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skill and faithfulness of Doctor Liesching, from Capetown, she ob- 
tained relief, and is gradually recovering, to our great joy. 

‘* We were glad of the occasional services of Brother and Sister 
Schmitt. You will see them soon, and they can give you every in- 
formation respecting this place. Do not forget us in your prayers, 
Most of our people are, at present, engaged in the harvest with the 
farmers. May they be preserved from harm, to which they are too 
much exposed by the seductions of unprincipled people. We com- 
mend ourselves to the kind remembrance and prayers of our friends 
and brethren, and remain, &c, AUGUST CLEMENS. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother J. M. P. LEITNER. 
HEMEL EN AARDE, Jan. Slst, 1828. 

“Ir appears asif the Leper Institution would continue in this 
place, as we hear of a project of having separate buildings for male 
and female patients, which would be a good regulation. Among 
the lepers are now seventeen slaves; some of them are truly con- 
verted, and belong to our communicants; their walk and conversa- 
tion are an honour to the gospel. Their desire to hear the word of 
the cross is very general, and in many its divine power is apparent. 
But Satan is not idle, and attempts not only to retain his prey, but 
to draw those who, by God’s mercy, have been de'ivered from his 
fetters again into his net, in which, alas, he succeeds with some. I 
and my wife are at present quite well, for which we are thankful. 

“The letters and reports you sent us have afforded us much 
pleasure and encouragement. They express much participation in 
our work, and we are thankful for the remembrance and prayers of 
our brethren and friends for the success of the gospel among our 
poor unfortunate lepers, as well as for its introduction among the 
Tambookkie nation, which has lately been visited. We have re- 
ceived a parcel from England with clothes, and some coloured cot- 
tons and other articles; but not knowing from whom they come, we 
must beg you to present to our benefactors our most cordial thanks. 
The present came most opportunely. 

** November Ist, 1827, we began to build a new church, the old 
temporary church being ready to fall. The walls of the new one 
are built of dried clay, nine feet high to the roof; our invalids ren- 
dered all the assistance in their power, but most of the work 
was done by healthy Hottentots from Gnadenthal. We have ad- 
vanced so far, that yesterday we began to cover in. The building 
will be 80 feet long and 22 wide, and we hope to finish it by the 
middle of March. Though we have done as much as we could by 
our own labour, yet the expense will amount to upwards of 40/. 

“We have cause to rejoice at the manifest proofs we behold of 
the work of the Lord and His spirit. We beg to salute all our 
brethren and friends every where, and especially the members of 
the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. I remain your af- 
fectionate brother, J. M. P. LEITNER. 
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LIFE of Brother ANDREW CHRISTOPHER RawnpD, nearly forty years 
a missionary in Surinam, who departed this life at Herrnhut, 
March 8th, 1826, in the T9th year of his age. 


(From a Memoir in his own hand-writing.] 


I was born September 5th, 1747, at the village of Riedien, near 
Weissensee, in Thuringia. My parents sent me early to school and 
to church, and I often experienced the powerful drawings of divine 
grace in my heart. One day, when the school-master of our village, 
in his explanation of the second article of the Augsburg Confession, 
observed, ‘ If the Lord Jesus had not shed His precious blood on the 
cross, and died for us, we must have been eternally lost,’ I fell into 
great trouble and distress of mind. I disclosed my uneasiness to my 
mother, who confirmed his words in the most impressive manner: 
at the same time, it afforded me no little comfort to know, that we 
need not inevitably perish. From that time, reading the bible, and 
especially the history of the sufferings of Jesus, was my favourite 
employment. I was particularly pleased to hear, that the Lord 
Jesus, during His walk on earth, had received men of all stations in 
life to be His disciples; for I thought, if I had been born at that time, 
even J might perhaps have been among the number of those highly 
favoured persons, and should have been assured of my salvation. 

In my fourteenth year, after receiving the usual instruction, I at- 
tained to the first enjoyment of the Lord’s supper. About the same 
time, I was apprenticed to my father, whose trade was that of a 
tailor. In 1764, I came to a small town named Kreisen. Here my 
proud and corrupt nature seemed gradually to gain the upper hand, 
and I wished for nothing so much as to travel, in order to indulge 
the sinful inclinations of my heart without restraint. Nevertheless, 
I was occasionally much affected by the discourses I heard at church. 
I wished, indeed, to be happy here and hereafter; and strange as it 
might seem, in one whose affections were chiefly set upon the things 
of this world, I desired to depart this life, though unconscious 
whence the desire proceeded. 

In 1765, I repaired to Erfurt. Here I first became acquainted 
with different denominations of professing christians, and heard 
much conversation on religious subjects. O, thought I, if I only 
knew which is the right way, how gladly would I embrace it! When 
I now saw how zealous the Catholics were in singing and praying, I 
became quite disturbed in my former faith. ‘This induced me 9 
much the more to make myself acquainted with the word of God, 
and to remark especially what the Lord Jesus himself hath taught. 
But unhappily I fell into a legal manner of thinking and acting, and 
could not find the direct way to our Saviour, At length 1 began to 
attribute the anguish of my heart to the place of my residence, and 
thought within myself, “‘ If thou hadst but remained at home, thou 
wouldst have been spared all this uneasiness and disquietude.” With 
great earnestness and zeal, I resolved henceforward to become pious, 
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and to merit heaven by good works. I promised God to hate and 
avoid ‘sin, and to spend those Sundays on which I went to the holy 
communion, as also the preceding and following ones, in retirement, 
meditation, and prayer. But all my well-meant resolutions came to 
nothing before I was aware; nay, I could not but perceive, that sin 
prevailed over me more than ever. In 1767, I went to Leipsic, and 
on my way first visited my parents. With the Lutheran Catechism 
in my hand, I explained to them that we did not live according to 
the word of God, and therefore could not be saved. My mother an- 
swered, ‘‘ We are not able to keep the commandments of God. We 
are weak and feeble human creatures.” 

The following night I dreamt that a voice distinctly called to me, 
“Strive, strive, to enter in at the strait gate.’ I related this in the 
Morning to my parents, but they, alas! gave me little comfort, dis- 
missing me with these discouraging words: ‘* Thou art a visionary, 
thy head is full of these ideas throughout the day, and therefore 
they are presented to thy imagination in sleep.” The consequence 
of this was, that for a time I relapsed into my former indifference. 
Yet even in this wretched state I was not left without serious inward 
warnings and chastisements. I prayed and wept over my sins and 
corruption; but as yet I knew not Jesus as my Saviour, and the propi- 
tiation for my sins, and ventured not, so vile as I felt myself, to ap- 
proach Him. I wandered about in error, and I could obtain no true 
rest for my soul. In the midst of my worldly pleasures, these words 
from a well known Lutheran hymn were continually recurring to my 
mind; “*O let my stubborn heart now cleave—To Jesus Christ 
alone—W ouldst thou all other objects leave,—The work at once is 
done.”” But alas! I halted between two opinions. I could not 
wholly give up the world, and yet I did not wish entirely to forsake 
my Saviour. How could I therefore enjoy true happiness? 

In the year 1769, I became acquainted with the Brethren Klings- 
ohr, Mueller, and Benade, who were studying in Leipsic. They 
often visited the Brethren’s congregations, and could have made us 
acquainted with them; but because Professor Bogatsky, to whose 
writings we were much attached, wrote at that time against the 
Brethren, we could not cordially confide in them. I went from one 
church to the other, desiring the pure milk of the gospel, but soon 
obtained strong meat, as the Rev. Mr. Kuehnel, in a sermon, among 
other things said these words: ‘‘ All manner of sin shall be forgiven 
unto men; and whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, 
it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever sinneth against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in 
the world to come.” This filled me with anguish and terror. For 
because the Saviour, by His Spirit, had followed me with unwearied 
patience from my youth up, and I had always avoided Him, I thought 
Ihad become guilty of this sin, When divine worship was ended, 
I went immediately to the Rev. Mr. Kuehnel, to ask him wherein 
the sin against the Holy Ghost properly consisted; but he told me I 


might come again another time, for he was then fatigued with 
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preaching. But I had no rest in my mind, and went to Dr. Degen- 
kolb, who received me in a very friendly manner, and when I had 
opened my heart to him, he advised me not to “ meditate too deep- 
ly on the subject; for that even the greatest scholars were not agreed 
upon the meaning of this passage.” But this answer could not sa- 
tisfy my anxious mind, The holy spirit worked powerfully in my 
heart, to disclose to me my deep corruption and exceeding sinfulness; 
but I understood it not at that time. The idea constantly hovered 
before me: Thou hast sinned against the Holy Ghost, but not against 
the Son of man, Suddenly enmity towards our Saviour and His pre- 
cious merits arose in my heart, and the greatest blasphemies against 
the Lord Jesus were suggested by the enemy. I felt as if I would 
gladly have thrust Him from His throne. This terrified me ex- 
tremely. All my former supports fell at once, and I said aloud to 
myself, certainly there is no one in the whole world, who has so 
hard a heart as thou hast. Day and night I wept and lamented. As 
often as I waked in the night from my disturbed sleep, I threw my- 
self on my knees by the side of the bed, and cried out quite broken- 
hearted for grace and mercy; but my troubled heart seemed shut 
against all comfort. I could not reveal the boundless grief which 
oppressed me to any person, and there was no one near who might 
have told me, that God despised not such poor contrite sinners, and 
that the only physician of souls kindly invites the weary and heavy- 
laden to Himselfjand promises them rest. When at last my inward 
distress had reached its height, I prostrated myself in the presence 
of God, and said, O my God and Father! I have sinned against 
thee and thy Son Jesus Christ, and likewise against the Holy Ghost; 
I pray thee for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of thy 
dear and only Son, be gracious and merciful unto me, and forgive me 
my sins! I then took Bogatsky’s Golden Treasury in my hand, and 
opened it at the following passage: ‘‘ He scourgeth every son whom 
He receiveth.” My answer immediately was. ‘‘O my Father, isit 
so intended? O then scourge on, scourge on! if thou only receive 
me !’——and a flood of tears flowed from my eyes. I now felt the 
blessed assurance in my heart, Be comforted, my son, thy sins are 
forgiven thee! O what joy! what heavenly delight penetrated my 
soul! I sought a solitary place, fell on my face, thanked the Lord 
for the great grace He had vouchsafed to me, and implored Him to 
cast all my sins into the depths of the sea. Abundantly comforted, 
I arose from prayer and went cheerfully to my work. I at first be 
lieved this blessedness would continue without interruption, but how!” 
was I shocked, when [I still perceived sinful inclinations and desires 
in me, I learnt, however, in the sequel, even in this point, grate 
fully to adore the great faithfulness of my Lord, and to thank Him 
for His wholesome discipline; for had He suffered me no longer 
experience the feeling of my misery, into what self-righteousness 
and self-complacency should I then have sunk? He also distinct! 
spake these comfortable words to my heart: ‘* My grace is ci 
for thee, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” The ing 
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- ters, visited Kleinwelke. Here I was strongly impressed with the 








« student'and' clergyman. On the way back, it was as though our Sa- 
} viowr hiniself said to me, I have long sought to bring thee to ihe, 
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nation which I had already before felt to serve the Lord, was now 
powenfully renewed within mé.’ I thought I could best attain this + 
end coming a school-master or a minister; but my parents and } 
other friends dissuaded me from it, and a pious man in Frankenhau- 
sen said to me, ‘‘ If thou goest among the’scholars and students, thou e 
wilt be in danger of losing what thou hast experienced in thy heart.” 

I returned again to my trade, and thought, If it be not right to neg- 
lect the impulse thou inwardly feelest, those have to answer for it 
who have withheld thee from it. My parents now learnt, that I as- 
sociated with the so called pietists, and my mother importuned my 
father so much, that he iived to visit me in Leipsic, to prevail 
upon me either to return home, or at least to withdraw from my 
pious companions; for my mother feared that much meditation and 
deep thought might at length have an injurious effect upon my un- 
derstanding. This might indeed have been the case, if the Lord,as 
before related, had not graciously had mercy on me, and granted me 
His divine peace, and the assurance of forgiveness of my sins. I 
frankly declared to my father, that it was impossible I could mix in 
company with other journeymen, who led a thoughtless and dissipat- 
ed life; rather would I at the beginning of the new year return home. 
To this he gave his approbation, but I knew not that the Lord had 
already marked out a new path for me. 

Afthe beginning of the year 1770, my brother from Merseburg®” 
visited me. As we came out of church together, one of my compa- 
nions informed me there were two merchants from Spremberg, in 
Lower Lisatia, who were commissioned by a aT there to send 
some pidis journeymen tailors to work for him. I inquired what ¢4 
kind of people they were, with whom I should enter into ¢onnexion 
at that place. The person with whom I lodged replied; # They * 
belong to the Herrnhuters,” and dissuaded me from engaging with 
them. Another said, ‘‘ Prove all things, and hold fast that which 
is good.”” A third, ‘‘ Inquire of the Lord whether thou oughtest to 
goor not.” I thought I willfollow this advice, and then I prayed 
God to direct me in the right path. Hereupon'! felt a conviction in 
my heart, that this was a call from the Lord, which I dared not 
neglect. My brother and I therefore set out with the two merchants 
for Spremberg. Here we soon visited the meetings of the awaken- 
ed. Once I said to one of them, Ah! if we could but traly love our 
Saviour, and no longer grieve Him so much! He looked at mesmil- 
ing, and said: ‘‘ For the poor there is grace, but I thought thoy wert 
one of the rich, who need not a Saviour.” 

At Whitstfitide my brother and I, with some brethren and sis- 






















































































Conviction that to this people L.should belong. I heard here also, 
for the first time, that the Brethren’s congregations sent out mission- 
aries among the heathen. Now I thought no more of becoming a 
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*» In the autumn of 1770, I returned home with my brother. Be- t. 
. tween Leipsic and Merseberg we knelt down ina field a yéed = + bag 
our Saviour graciously to preserve us as His own;,/and shoulagehek * * 
of us be in danger of returning to the world, that He would hedge , 
up our way with thorns. 
. Inow worked for my father, who had become a master in the 
town of Hindelbrueck. During this period I often visited in Neudiet- 
endorf, and sometimes called upon Brother and Sister Weidenbach, 
in Frankenhausen. When I once staid all night with them, my fa- 
ther sent my brother after me to learn Whether I had again fallen in 
with the pietists. My brother begged me with tears, not tosay thatI 
had been with Brother and Sister Weidenbach, as, in that case, my 
father was determined to treat me with severity. Scarcely had I 
entered the house when my father cried out, ‘* If thon goest among .. 4 
these people, I will no longer acknowledge thee to be my son, and 
will utterly disinherit thee.’’ I replied: ‘‘ Father, not till yesterday “| 
evening have I been with them.” Upon this he knew not how to 
restrain his anger; but I continued with composure: ‘‘ If-I could 
discover any false doctrine or practice among these people, I would 
certainly no more associate with them.’? At these words, my mo- 
ther, brothers and sisters, burst out into loud crying. “At length my 
mother, addressing my father, said, I entreat thee let him go; we 
+ know not- whether we shall not do wrong, if we keep him away by 
force... My mother loved me with indescribable tenderness. Had 
she lived;” it would perhaps have been impossible for me to have 
joined the Brethren’s cougregation, against her will. Sheoften said 
to me, ‘‘ My son, when thou wentest abroad, I have frequently 
prayed to God to bless thee, and to give thee a pious heart; but 
should I live to see thee despised and ridiculed om account of thy 
connexion with these people, I should indeed expite with grief and 
vexation,”” I endeavoured every time to tranquillize her mind as 
much as possible, and gave her solemn promises to break off all 
further connexion with the Brethren and Sisters, as soon as I per- 
ceived the slightest impropriety among them. I cannot forbear men- 
tioning here a remarkable circumstance which occurred at an early 
period. 

About fifteen years before my mother was dangerously#ll. My 
eldest sister and I went into the garden, and implored God, with 
many tears, to preserve our mother to us ten years longer. Our 
child-like faith was not put to shame, and our Saviour granted even 
more than we had prayed for. About this time sheyfell sick again; 
but I could not as before pray for the preservation @f her life, but 
only for her salvation. AsI once lay prostrate.on the ground, of- 
fering up this my earnest prayer to the Lord, I felt a comfort not to ™% 
be described in words. I went directly to her, and inquired in the 
most affectionate manner how she felt, upon which she answered. 

‘* Ah, "my son ! all is well with me!”. but.scarcely had I sétdown to 
my work, than my father cried out suddenly—-Thy mother is dying; My 


and, in a few minutes, she breathed her last. 
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» fe Soon afterwards I again visited Neudietendorf. My father and 
+) <p Some other friends now urged me to marry, but I told them that my 
Sing was fully made up to join the Brethren’s church. This they 
would not listen to, and in order to constrain me to marry, my father 
forbade my sister to attend any longer to my domestic concerns, J 
began, therefore, a separate house-keeping with my brother. I 
took care of the business, and my brother, who occasionally assisted 
in it, managed our domestic affairs. Thus we went on for some 
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Z time. 

a In the spring of 1772, I applied for permission to live at Neudiet- 
I endorf, but at that time no employment could be found for me, and I 
y » was exhorted to have patience. Meanwhile, my father denounced 
I % me'to the government, and to the minister of the place, being fully 
ig resolved to prevent my joining the Brethren’s congregation. On the 
.d following Sunday, my father and all the inhabitants of the town ex- 
ry pected that the minister would publicly censure me frm the pulpit; 
to * » but on the contrary, he began his discourse with the following re- 
id * mark: ‘‘ Every one seeks those who are like-minded with himself,” 
‘ld which he illustratedjby many examples, and then added: ‘‘ Even so 
10- the children of God seek those who are like-minded, that they may 
ny unite themselves with them.” In-this manner all my adversaries, 
we who had waited in expectation of hearing me describedgs a disobe- 
by dient son, were put to silence. My father then said to my brother, 
lad * If thou follow the example of thy elder brother, come no more into 
ave my presence.’”” These were words my brother could not endure. 
said He shunned the reproach of Christ, withdrew himself from me and 
atly my society, went his own way, advanced himself in the world, fell 
but into evil company at Amsterdam after I had joined the Brethren’s 
thy Society, sailed to the East Indies, and died there, as I was informed 
and by one of his companions. As I could now find no peace at home, 
d as I gave up my business to my brother, and went again to Kleinwelke. 
f all After various trying disappointments, I was informed by the Breth- 
per- ren at Neudietendorf, that I had permission to live in that s@ttle- 
nen- +» ment. Our Saviour granted me willingness to give up every thing 
arly SR” for His sake, and to free myself from various outward incumbrances, 
step which, however, exposed me to much scorn and ridicule, and 
My 4 many harsh judgments from my immediate connexions. Having 
with quitted my business, I.took leave of my father, August 17th, 1773. 
Our He manifested extreme displeasure with my resolution, and to my 
even f. entreaty that-he would once at least visit me, he indignantly an- 
gain; _~ sWered, that this would never happen. as long 4s he lived;—thus dis- 
e, but Missing me without the smallest mark of kindness. I arrived the 
d, of” same evening, thanktul and happy, in my beloved Neudietendorf. 
not to ' Soon afte# I-was received into the congregation, but had to wait a 
in the _~ whole year before I was admitted to the holy com union with the 
yered. ' congregation. I had’ at first to pass thréugh tMmucHf severe mo- 

pwn to » ral discipline. I had been a master in my own business, but w 

' iow obliged to work again as a journeyman. Nor was ‘this the onl 
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humiliation I had to encounter; on the contrary, I learned by my, 
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own experience, that if a disciple of Jesus is not willing to become 
poor and mean, his Lord and master knows how to humble his pride. ‘ 3° 
»My father had firmly resolved, as has been already mentioned, nese ‘ 
yer to visit me in Neudietendorf. But what happened? My eldest 
sister’s child, to which I was godfather, died. The mother wished 
me to be informed of this event, and requested my father to bring 
me the intelligence. This he positively refused; but my youngest 
sister at length prevailed on him to go.. On the road he heard the 
most shocking calumnies against the Brethren, which induced him 
to form the resolution of fetching me away, cost what it would, and 
not without the strongest internal conflict could he prevail upon him- 
self to enter the house where I dwelt. While I went to fetch him 
some refreshments, the Brethren conversed with him in the most 
friendly manner. At length, he could no longer contain himself, 
and remarked, ‘‘I see things are quite different here from what I 
have heard. “I was told when any one came to you, every one avoid- 
ed him, and all observeda gloomy silence.” I answered: ‘* No, fa- 
ther, we have no need to be dejected; we know that we are redeem- 
ed and reconciled to God through the precioys blood of Christ.” 
Every thing that he saw and heard still further dissipated his preju- 
dices. In the evening I took him with me to'the chapel, where he 
at first feltgno small anxiety, in consequence of a ridiculous story 
which had been formerly related to him, It was said, among other 
things, that in the meetings a bit of bread was given to every per- 
son, and whoever eat-it became immediately like one of the Society; 
but to his great surprise he waited in vain for this ceremony to take 
place. After the service, I brought him to the minister and his as- 
sistants in office, to whom he said, ‘* Gentlemen, forgive me, I have 
often spoken against you, and out of ignorance laid all manner of 
evil to your charge.” The minister, Brother Frueauf, kindly 
apswered: ‘‘ Ah, my good father, this is nothing strange or new 
to us, we are accustomed to such things, and must patiently 
bear them for Christ’s sake; for our Lord and master Himself says: 
Blessed are ye when men revile you, and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake.” My father hereupon replied: 
**If all my children should wish to live here, I will certainly not , 
hinder them.” Now he was quite satisfied, and would have remain- 
ed so, had I never left Neudietendorf. 

In 1775, I was appointed to the care of the sick in the single 
Brethren’s house, and in the beginning of the year 1776, Ireceived 
a call to’ the service of the mission in Surinam. Now arose a 
new contest with my fatherjebut our Saviour graciously helped 
me through .all difficulties. During my last visit to him, I had 
my text-book ofie evening lying on the table. My father took it up 
and opened it atythe rémarkable words: ‘‘ Go ye into all the world, i 
and firreach The gospel to every creature, baptizing them in the name * 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching themo¥ 
to observe all things which Ihave commanded you,’ Without saying 
a word, he ¥ down the, book, and from that time made no further 
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objection to my departure. At Easter, I met my three fellow-tra- é 
»veliers, the Brethren Schumann, Knebel, and Lehman, in Barby. 


From thence we journeyed to Holland, spent Whitsuntide in Zeyst, , _ * 

at sailed from Amsterdam, an@farrived safely on the Ist of September o. Ag 
ed the same year at Paramaribo, where we were received by our future ag” 
ng fellow-labourers with heartfelt affection. 

rst In 1779, I was commissioned to go to Bambey, as assistant to Bro- 

he ther Wietz, among the Sarameca free-negroes. Soon after my ar- 

im. eee: Tival I was attacked by a violent bilious fever, which increased to* 

nd , . such a degree that my life was despaired of; but it pleased the Lord d 
ee to restore me without any medical aid. Here I spent a year, and 

A was then recalled to Paramaribo. On the 29th February, 1784, I 

ost married the single sister Dorothea Maria Gross. We continued im 

elf, Paramaribo till 1787, living in true union of spirit, and actively em- 

ut i ployed in the service of the mission in that place, till I was again 
rid - appointed to go with her to Bambey, to serve the small congregation rs 
fa- of free-negroes, and to preach the gospel to the surrounding heathen. 
em” $3 * = We arrived safe and well at our place of destination. Ten days af- “ 
st. ter, I fell sick. Before I had fully recovered, my wife, who was in 

eye the seventh month of her pregnancy, was attacked with the same 

> he illness, and after six days’ suffering, to my indescribable grief, was 

tory called home September 15th, 1787. As my fellow-labourer Brother 

ther Wiesner had set out for Paramaribo, on account of his declining 

per” health, I was left alone in the house with a single negro; but the af- 

ety; fectionate black brethren and sisters willingly assisted me in my do 

take mestic concerns. ‘ 
ee Some timé after the loss of my wife, I undertook a voyage to the 
have neighbouring coasts, to visit the heathen negroes, and to preach the pi 
cf of gospel, wherever I could find attentive hearers. I held some meet- ; 
indly ings with them, and spoke with many individuals; but my heart was ’ 
new filled with deep sorrow, when I everywhere perceived the darkest 

ently superstition and blindest idolatry. After three weeks’ absence, I 
eupe: returned again to my favourite Bambey, where I felt exceedingly " 
. vil happy, for there was at that time a real awakening among the peo- 
plied: ple, and the little flock of believers, which consisted of more than 

y not thirty negroes, proceeded in a hopeful and pleasing course. Many © : 
main- opportunities also were afforded of publicly declaring the word of a 
. God, by visits in the neighbouring country. : 
single In 1788, I entered a second time into the married state, with a 
eived sister named Caroline Mueller. On my journey to Paramaribo to 
ose 8 meet her, I was in great danger of losing my life.» We were de- 
elped scending one of the numerous cataracts or rapids, when, observing 
I had ; the impetuosity of the stream with some alarm, as we passed be- 
cat up tween two great rocks, I sprang on one of them,’ This was the 
world, means of my preservation; for as the boat descended the fall, it was 

name © instantly overturned. ‘The negroes saved themselves by swimming. e 
5 mn In the mean time I stood on the piece of rock, and was Sliged te to 
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remain an idle spectator, till the negroes had righted the | 
replaced the goods which were floating around: mi thi s 
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» fetched me away. After our marriage, we set out for Bambey. My 
wife was of a cheerful and happy temper, and rejoiced much at being 
called to labour among the Sarameca negroes, We arrived safe and 
well at Bambey, and lived most hapfiily'together. The ‘negroes 
loved her sincerely, and she was equally attached to them: But 
scarcely had we been three months at Bambey, when she became 
sickly, fell into a rapid consumption, and entered into the joy of the 
Lord, June3d, 1789, Now I was again alone with my négro bre- 
thren and sisters, and if our Saviour had not, in a peculiar Manner, 
supported me under this painful and afflictive dispensation, with His 
divine comfort and peace, I must have sunk into despondency. 

In 1790, Brother Liebish, a member of the Elders’ Conference of 
the Unity, came with his wife on a visitation to Surinam, and brought 
with him Brother Hans Wied as superintendant of the mission. This 
was announced tous at Hoop, Sommelsdyk, and Bambey, and we 
were all invited to Paramaribo, that the peculiar circum$tances of 
all. the different stations might be fully considered. Brother and 
Sister Wietz-now came to Bambey, as three persons were again ap- 
pointed to this station. By this arrangement I obtained essential re- 
lief, being released from the care of domestic concerns, which had 
hitherto devolyed upon me, together with the peculiar duties of my 
office. I made, therefore, some farther visits up the country. There 
was at that time a great awakening ainong the Sarameca negroes, 
om which account it was very agreeable for me to have Brother 
Wietz for a fellow-labowrer, who had likewise the work of God 
ainong the free negroos Much at heart. We now visited alternately 
those who lived at the greatest distance. 

In 1792, I obtained permission to go on a visit to Europe. Ac- 
cordingly, I set sail in April, and in the beginning of June arrived 
safely in Holland, from whence I journeyed to Herrnhut, by way of 
Zeyst, Neuwied, and Neudietendorf. Here I was seized with a 
violent illness, but our Saviour restored me to health, so that to my 
inexpressible joy I could partake of the holy communion, on the 13th 
August, with the Herrnhut congregation, in the church at Berthels- 
dorf. Inthe autumn I set out on my return, by way of Neudieten- 
dorf, where I was united in marriage to the single sister Elizabeth 
Wickerd. We sailed from Amsterdam about the end of Novem- 
ber, but encountering contrary winds, were long detained in the 
North Sea, and in the channel between England and France. Jan. 
12th, 17938, the wind became at length favourable, and we left the 
English coast on that day, and, as early as the 11th February, came 
in sight of the coast of North America. After a somewhat danger- 
ous passage southwards, we arrived at Paramaribo, 14th February, 
1798, and on the 23d reached our new station at Sommelsdyk, after 
we had previously paid a visit to the plantation, Fairfield. The joy 

_ of the small negro congregation, who welcomed us to the shore with 
the,greatest cordiality, was truly affecting, and powerfully encourag- 

. ed us to faithfulness inour important calling. My wife engaged in 
i | her us ld employments with much diligence, and our Saviour 
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laid His blessing on our endeavours to provide for the mission, by 
the labour of our own hands, and by that of the negroes, ‘so that not- 
withstanding the great scarcity occasioned by the war, we can truly 
say that we lacked nothing. Scarcely had we become settled here, 
when my wife was attacked with the bilious fever common to this 
climate, by which all persons newly arrived are generally affected, 
and to my deep sorrow was taken from me, $d of April. She had 
ardently longed to serve our Saviour among the heathen. She truly 
loved the negroes, and rejoiced in the grateful attachment they ma- 
nifested to her. 

In 1794, a company of seven brethren and sisters arrived in Su- 
rinam, to serve the Lord. Among them was the single sister Bar- 
bara Johansen, with whom I was shortly after united in marriage. 
As she was upwards of forty years of age, and could not get accus- 
tomed to the climate, she was often ill, and was obliged to remove to 
Paramaribo for the recovery of her health. Yet she was sufficiently 
restored to follow her usual domestic employments, till February, 
1811, when, after a short illness, she entered into the joy of her 
Lord, in the 61st year of her age. From this period my health and 
strength gradually declined, and I longed after a season of rest and 
refreshment. This I announced to my brethren in Europe, adding, 
however, that I did not wish to leave my post without the approba- 
tion of my Lord and master, and was also heartily willing, when my 
health should be in some measure restored, to serve Him with re- 
newed activity, as a messenger of His guspel tothe heathen. But 
as the intercourse with Europe was interrupted by the war, I was 
obliged to remain at my station till 1814, when I gave up my charge 
on the 6th July to Brother Lutzke, and retired to Paramaribo, 
Here I continued till 1815, and had sometimes opportunities of de- 
livering a testimony of the great love of Jesus to sinners, which was 
always profitable to my own heart. ‘Towards the end of March, I 
was recalled from my missionary labour, being informed that after 
my thirty-nine years’ services in the house of the Lord, I might 
now, in my old age, spend the remaining days of my life in repose, 
in one of the European congregations. The separation from my 
dear negroes was very painful to me, as I felt strongly attached to 
them, and had enjoyed for a long season their reciprocal affection, on 
which account I could have wished to dedicate my last strength to 
their service. But the Lord had determined otherwise, and to His 
guidance I submitted with child-like resignation. He himself com- 
forted my afflicted heart, and revived my soul, by the blessed enjoy- 
ment of His divine peace. With humility and thankfulness I re- 
flected in stillness on my past life, implored Him to pardon my nu- 
merous mistakes in His service, and, after taking a sorrowful leave 
of my beloved negro congregation and fellow-labourers, I embarked 
for Europe on the 25th April, 1815. After a favourable voyage I 
arrived at Amsterdam, 17th May, and reached Zeyst the 31st of the 
same month, where I remained till the following May. On the 
journey to Germany, the cold weather, to which I had been quite 
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unaccustomed in the warm climate of South America, was exceed- 
ingly trying to my constitution, and I fell dangerously ill at Neudie- 
tendorf; yet the Lord restored me again, so that I was enabled to 
proceed to Herrnhut, where I arrived 3d July. Thanks and praise 
be brought unto the Lord, for all the wonders of His grace and mer- 
cy, which I have been favoured to experience and to behold until 
this hour!” Thus far the narrative. 

The active disposition of our late brother, and his generally good 
state of health, made it no easy matter for him to submit io a state of 
inactivity. -In some measure to satisfy his desire to be useful, the 
office of house-servant was committed to him, which he filled with 
exemplary faithfulness to the end of his life. Nevertheless, the 
thought often disturbed him, especially during the first years of his 
residence here, that he had forsaken his post among the negroes too 
soon; and it was difficult to convince him, that all required of him 
was, earnestly to pray for the progress of the mission, in which he 
had so long and actively laboured. 

We can testify of our late Brother, that he truly cleaved to our 
Saviour, with whom he conversed day and night in prayer, and 
whose communion and favour he found to be better than life. Of his 
expectation soon to be called home he said but little, but testified 
with freedom, that he was always ready to depart and be with the 
Lord for ever, and should rejoice if this happiness were speedily im- 
parted tohim. This his wish was fulfilled, earlier than we, and 
probably than he himself had expected. Without his having com- 
plained of any indisposition, he was found in the afternoon of the 
8th March, 1826, on his couch, having breathed his last. He had 
attained the age of seventy-eight years and six months. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
Extract of the Diary of GnaprenTHAL for the year 1828. 


JanuaRy 1.—Blessed be the Lord, which spake with his mouth, 
and hath with his hand fulfilled it. 1 Kings, 8,15. This text of 
scripture, appointed for the first day of the year, in the Brethren’s 
Church, expressed in the most lively manner the language of our 
hearts, on entering on a new period of time. The retrospect into 
the past history of this mission, and that, which we were more par- 
ticularly invited to take, into the events of the year gone by, afford- 
ed us so many proofs of the faithfulness of our God and Saviour in 
performing all that He has promised unto His servants, that we 
could not but exclaim with the psalmist, ‘‘ What shall we render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits towards us,” adding with the patri- 
arch Jacob, ‘‘ We are not worthy of the least of all his mercies and 
of ali his truth.” Nor did our merciful Lord withhold from us the 
consolatory assurance, that notwithstanding our manifold defects and 
unworthiness, He would still be pleased to use us as instruments for 
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the enlargement of His kingdom, and to shower down abundant 
blessing upon the congregations committed to our charge. 

The services at the commencement of the new year were attended 
by many friends as well as strangers from the neighbourhood, most 
of whom we had the favour to address, at a particular meeting in 
the afternoon of the same day, and to commend to their earnest at- 
tention the one thing needful. 

Although few of our visitors remained longer with us than the 
first two or three days of the year, we had the satisfaction to see 
our services continue to be well attended by our own people, who, 
about this time, returned in considerable numbers from the labours 
of the harvest, 

On the 2d and Sd, we had a very agreeable visit from the Rev. 
Mr. Miles, superintendant of the mission carried on in this country 
by the London Missionary Society. He was on his return from 
Griqua-town, where, owing to the disturbances excited by a party 
among the Griquas, called Bergenaars (or mountaineers,) the pro- 
gress of the mission had been much impeded. In all the districts 
through which he had passed, both within and without the colonial 
frontier, an unexampled drought appeared to prevail, productive 
every where of the greatest distress. Mr. Miles had himself lost 
14 oxen out of a team of 29, during his journey from Graf Reynet, 
to Zwellendam, all of which perished from actual want of food and 
water. 

5th. We were occupied with the distribution of a quantity of 
clothing, sent by some friends in England for the use of our Hotten- 
tots. Agreeable as this task is to our feelings, it is not without its 
difficulties in the performance, owing to the number of necessitous 
applicants. On this occasion, we adhered to the plan adopted some 
time ago, with the best results, viz: that, excepting in cases of ex- 
treme indigence, a small price should be set upon the articles in 
question, and the produce of the sale added to the contents of our 
poor’s box. Thus, for a pair of stockings, 1 skilling (about sixpence 
sterling) was demanded; for a hat, 4 ditto; and for other things in 
proportion. No person was permitted to purchase more than one 
article for his own use. 

The festival of the Epiphany on the 6th instant, was celebrated 
with the usual solemnities, and proved a day of spiritual refresh- 
ment to us and our Hottentots, as many in the sequel testified. Two 
adults were baptized, and seven young persons received into the 
congregation. 

7th. We recommenced, with prayer for the divine blessing, our 
schools for both sexes, the meetings for religious instruction, and 
the classes for the several divisions of the congregation: all of which 
had been more or less interrupted by the harvest. The numerous 
attendance on these various means of grace afforded us much encou- 
ragement. The schools were frequented daily by upwards of 200 
children. On the same day, a gentleman who resides in the neigh- 
bourhood of Elim, arrived with his family, to spend a few days with 
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us. Our intercourse with this worthy man was both agreeable and 
instructive to us, as he is not only a sincere follower of Christ, but 
possesses at the same time a mind well stored with various useful 
information. 

8th. We ce'ebrated with grateful hearts the memorial of the 
consecration of our present church, 28 years ago. It appears, on a 
reference to our church-books, that there have been baptized in 
Gnadenthal, since the commencement of the mission, 1285 adult 
Hottentots, and 1144 children, in all, 2429 persons; of whom 235 
were baptized previous to the opening of the church. In the chil- 
dren’s meeting held on this day, seven children were baptized into 
the death cf Jesus. 

11th. We held our mission conference, on which occasion 16 
persons were appointed for an advance in the privileges.of the 
church, viz: 11 as candidates for the holy communion, and 5 for 
confirmation. The individual speaking with the baptized, and the 
communicant members of our congregation, with which we were en- 
gaged in the course of this week, afforded us many proofs of the 
continued operation of the spirit of God on their hearts, and tended 
equally to our own encouragement and edification. On the 153th, 
we partook of this sacred feast, for the first time in this new year, 
and experienced its divine power for the strengthening and refresh- 
ing of our souls. 

Having received the desired permission from the directors of our 
missions, to make an attempt to carry the glad tidings of the gospel 
to the Tambookkies, the Brethren Lemmertz of Gnadenthal, and 
Hoffman of Groenekloof, who have been appointed to this service, 
commenced preparations for their approaching journey. On the 
15th, Brother Lemmertz and his wife, who have hitherto had the 
care of the girls’ school, took a solemn and affecting leave of their 
scholars, the ordinary management of the school being committed 
in future to one of our Hottentot sisters, under the superintendance 
of Brother Luttring. On this new arrangement we implored the 
Lord to lay His especial blessing. 

20th. We held our annual meeting with those of our Hottentots of 
both sexes, who are employed as chapel-servants, overseers, and 
school-teachers, and were much pleased with the interesting and 
sensible conversation which took place on subjects connected with 
their various offices. In the course of this month 25 persons have 
obtained leave to reside here, chiefly disbanded soldiers of the Hot- 
tentot corps. 

February 5th. The married communicant, Lewis Vertyn, depart- 
ed this life in the most peaceful and happy manner. He was bap- 
tized in 1804 by our late Brother Kohrhammer, and became a com- 
municant in 1811. From that period his walk and conversation were 
most exemplary, and testified loudly of the grace which he had re- 
ceived. Whoever spoke with him on the state of his soul, could 
not fail to be edified with the clearness of his views, and the solidity 
of his religious experience. For many years he served with faith- 
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fulness the office of overseer, and was universally respected by his 
countrymen, as they beheld in him an example of what a member of 
a congregation of Jesus ought to be. A few years ago he contracted 
a swelling in his cheek, which soon proved to be of a cancerous na 
ture. In hopes of obtaining relief, he submitted to an operation, 
which was performed with great skill, and apparently with good ef- 
fect, by a surgeon of Stellenbosch. His patience and fortitude dur- 
ing the progress of the painful surgical treatment which his case re- 
quired, so surprised and interested the doctor, that he kept him 
several weeks in his own house, and paid him every kind attention, 
till he was sufficiently recovered to return home. The relief afford- 
ed proved however to be only temporary. A few months ago, the 
tumour broke out afresh, and was attended with symptoms so dis- 
tressing, that we at one time feared.the poor ’patient would die of 
actual starvation. Neither his present acute sufferings, nor even 
the anxious prospect of what might yet await him, could shake his 
confidence in our Saviour; his cheerfulness and resignation continued 
unabated, and proved a blessing to all who visited him. His release 
took place sooner than we had ventured to anticipate. 

Having received intelligence towards the end of last month, that 
the brig Luna, on board of which Brother and Sister Schmitt had 
secured a passage for themselves and four children, whom they were 
Willing to convey to Europe for education, was almost in readiness 
for sailing, Brother Hallbeck set out on the 6th for Groenekloof and 
Capetown, with his daughter Caroline, and Emilia Voigt. At the 
former place he joined Brother and Sister Schmitt, and proceeded 
with them and the two other children from Enon, Gottfried Hornig 
and Matilda Halter, to Capetown, whence the party set sail on the 
16th instant, accompanied by the best wishes and fervent prayers of 
our congregations, 

13th. Five persons were confirmed for the first enjoyment of the 
Lord’s Supper, under a powerful sense of our Saviour’s presence. 

20h. The Brethren Lemmertz and Hoffman, with their wives, 
took leave of the congregation, at a meeting which was numerously 
attended by our Hottentots. On this occasion, we commended them 
in fervent prayer to the grace and protection of God our Saviour, 
beseeching Him to let his presence go with them, and to give suc- 
cess to the important work in which they are about to engage, of 
bringing the gospel to the Tambookkie nation. All present were 
much affected, and testified by tears as well as words, the heartfelt 
interest which they took in the appointment of their beloved teach- 
ers. After taking a solemn and affectionate leave of their fellow 
labourers, the travellers set out on their long journey early the fol- 
lowing morning. A great number of our people accompanied them 
several miles on their way, and at parting sang several verses, ex- 
pressive of their good wishes and prayers for the divine blessing. 

26th. We commenced repairing the roof of our church; the thatch 
with which it is covered on the south side having become so defec- 
tive, as no longer to protect the building from the rain. 
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March \st. A child, six months old, departed this life, by occa- 
sion of an attack of cholera morbus, a dangerous disorder, which 
about eight years ago prevailed to a great extent in these parts, and 
carried off many children. Having lately read in the transactions of 
a philosophical society at Madras, that a certain plant, growing in 
the neighbourhood of Gnadenthal, had been found a useful specific 
against this disorder, and feeling confident, that no medicinal herb 
could have been imported into the East Indies from this district, but 
the leaves of the buchu, (diosma crenata, ) we ventured to try an 
infusion of them in several cases of cholera, which occurred about 
this time. The result answered our most sanguine expectations; in 
almost every instance, the disorder took a favourable turn very 
shortly after the medicine had been administered. 

On the 2d, a young man, twenty-two years of age, named Jonas 
Conrad, departed, by means of a consumption. He was born in 
1806, and baptized in infancy. His parents being very anxious that 
he should be well instructed, sent him regularly to school, where he 
made good proficiency in reading and writing, distinguishing himself 
at the same time by his orderly and proper conduct. In the year 
1822, he was received into the congregation, and shortly after be- 
came a candidate for the holy communion. The death of his elder 
brother at this juncture, rendering it necessary that he should take 
upon himself the support of his infirm parents, he was obliged, in 
the discharge of this filial duty, to be frequently absent from home, 
and to this circumstance it is chiefly to be ascribed, that he did not 
attain to the participation of further privileges in the church. His 
great exertions during this period were, in all probability, the cause 
of the complaint which terminated his earthly pilgrimage. Though 
he suffered more or less from consumptive symptoms ever since the 
harvest, and his strength gradually declined, not but himself ap- 
peared to think his life in imminent danger. Only a few hours be- 
fore his departure, he sent for one of the missionaries, and conversed 
with him on the subject of the hope which filled his soul, and of his 
desire to depart and to be with Christ. His parents, who by this 
stroke have been bereaved of their only remaining child, and of the 
support of their declining age, are objects of our sincere sympathy. 

14th. Brother Hallbeck paid a visit to Hemel-en-Aarde, where, 
on the 16th, he attended the consecration of the church recently 
built for the use of the poor lepers, under the direction of Brother 
Leitner. This solemnity was graciously owned by the Lord, whose 
presence was especially felt at the baptismal transaction which took 
place in the course of the day, when two of the patients were ac- 
knowledged members of the church of Christ, by the administration 
of this sacred rite, one baptized already was received into the con- 
gregation, and seven admitted into the class of candidates for bap- 
tism. 

29th. We had the pleasure to hear of the safe arrival of the 
Brethren Lemmertz and Hoffman, at Enon, where they purposed 
spending the Passion and Easter seasons. ‘The same day we had an 
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agreeable visit from several English gentlemen, who, at taking 
leave, gave us a donation towards the support of our school. Such 
visits, which in former years were of frequent occurrence, have be- 
come comparatively rare, owing to the pressure of the times, by 
which all classes are in a greater or less degree affected. 
In the evening, we commenced reading the history of the Passion- 
week, with earnest prayer, that our hearts might receive an indelible 
impression of the love of Christ our Saviour, which passeth know- 
ledge; and that all the merits of His bitter sufferings and ignomini- 
ous death, might be applied to our souls, through the operation of 
His holy spirit. The visitors above referred to afterwards express- 
ed to us their surprise at the devotion manifested by the Hottentots, 
and the delightful singing of the hymns, used on the occasion; ac- 
knowledging that the impression of the Hottentot character, which 
they had received during their abode at Capetown, had been far 
from preparing their minds for what they saw and heard in this 
place. 
Towards ‘the close of the month, we were much occupied in 
speaking individually with the various classes of our congregation, 
and especially with the communicants, in reference to the approach- 
ing celebration of the holy sacrament, on Maundy Thursday. The 
election of an overseer to supply the vacancy occasioned by the de- 
cease of Lewis Vertyn, took place also about this time, and we were 
thankful that the person on whom, with one solitary exception, the 
unanimous choice of our people fell, was one of whom we could 
altogether approve. The humility with which he undertook this 
responsible office, gratified us even more than his acknowledged 
qualifications for the discharge of it. 
We commend ourselves and the congregation we are favoured to 
serve, to the prayers of all our brethren and friends. 
H. P. HALLBECK, 
J. G. STEIN, 
D. LUTTRING, 

J. G. SCHULZ. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Joun FRitTscu. 


Enon, January 14th, 1828. 
Dear BroruER, 

‘** Since the beginning of this year, four persons have been added 
to the candidates for baptism, and seven have been baptized, but we 
were sorry to perceive among some of the children an unruly spirit, 
which for a season gave us and their parents great uneasiness. 

** At the close of the year, 463 persons inhabited this place, be- 
sides 40 who live here on trial, for we find it necessary to proceed 
with great caution in the admission of permanent residents. Gar- 
dening will not support them; in one year the crops are abundant, 
but in many following years nothing will grow, on account of the 
drought. Frosts by night, and heat by day, often destroy all the 
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vegetables. Just now we have no water to drive the mill and pump- 
ing machine contrived by Brother Schmitt. There is a want of 
water both in the river and in the lagoon. May it please our hea- 
venly father to send us sufficient rain, so as to fill the river, for, 
otherwise, after all our labour, we shall have no garden-crops what- 
ever. Last year, in the night, between the 2d and 3d of May,a 
hoar frost destroyed every green herb. On Strubel’s land the cli- 
mate is more mild, and both in summer and at present more rain has 
fallen. The woods are near it, from whence we get our timber. 
More of our people, therefore, have encamped there than here. 
Hitherto we have heard, that all of them conduct themselves with 
propriety. We are only sorry, that, during their absence, many 
children miss their schools. 

** Our friend, Colonel Cuyler, lives now at the Dorn Kraal, and is 
in bad health. We hear nothing of robbers on the Caffre and Tam- 
bookkie frontier; the farmers bring their herds of cattle to the neu- 
tral ground, and the Tambookkies belonging to Bowana get work 
with the farmers upon the Tarka, and other rivers, We beg to sa- 
lute all the members of the Society for the Furtherance of the Gos- 
pel, and are always thankful to receive Periodical Accounts, and the 
Reports of the English Missionary Societies. Commending myself 
to your prayers, I am, &c. JOHN FRITSCH. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother H. P. HALuBEck. 


GNADENTHAL, April 29th, 1828. 

**] RECEIVED your kind letter of March 22d, on the 14th De- 
cember, for which I return my best thanks. I now enclose our 
Diary for the first quarter of the year, by which you will learn that 
the work of the Lord is, on the whole, proceeding in prosperity in 
this mission, and that, amidst all imperfections, the state of our 
congregation is generally encouraging. Inthe first months of this 
year, we perceived more of spiritual life than usual. The meetings 
have been more numerously attended than for a long time past, and 
a great number of new comers have obtained leave to reside here. 
The expedition to the Tambookkies has excited the greatest inter- 
est among our Hottentots, and has stirred up many a one to serious 
self-examination, lest the first should be last, and the last first. To 
crown the whole, the late Passion-week was a season of peculiar 
blessing; 31 individuals were advanced in the privileges of the 
church, 

**T have received two letters from Brother Lemmertz, from Enon. 
He and Brother Hoffman intended to leave that place on the 8th of 
this month, and I hope they are now among the Tambookkies. The 
Caffre, Sebastian Stoffel, formerly of Gnadenthal, and the well- 
known Wilhelmina, now married to an excellent Hottentot, Charles 
Stompje, and several others, among whom is a smith, accompany the 
missionaries. The Brethren have found a kind friend at Grahams- 
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town, who will act as their agent, and the communication between 
Gnadenthal and Tambookkie-land will probably become almost as 
easy and frequent, as between us and Groenekloof. The post is 
rendered so expeditious by the English arrangements, that we may 
have a letter from Tambookkie-land in a fortnight. 

**In one of his letters, Brother Lemmertz writes, ‘ We consider 
it a great favour to be counted worthy to go to the Tambookkies; 
and, if the Lord enables us, through divine grace, to lead only one 
poor Tambookkie to Him, as a reward for the travail of His soul, 
we shall not consider our labour to have been in vain.’ 

** On the 11th of March, heavy rains fell in the neighbourhood of 
Enon; the Witte Revier filled, and there is now plenty of water for 
turning the mill and working the pump. The missionaries were all 
well. 

**T visited Elim about a fortnight ago, and found the family in 
tolerable health. They have now a neat little place of worship in 
the old farm-house. When they will have finished the new mill, Elim 
will, I trust, prove no great expense tothis mission. Brother Teutsch 
acts with great prudence, and preaches the gospel with acceptance. 
He is beloved and respected. Fourteen persons have been either 
baptized, received, or admitted to the holy communion at Elim, 
during the last year. They met, as usual, on the first Sunday after 
Easter, to render thanks to the Lord for the mercies bestowed upon 
them; by the remembrance of which several of them were deeply 
affected. 

** At Hemel-en-Aarde, Brother Leitner and his wife are well. 
Five small houses have been built there for the patients, by a Hot- 
tentot mason from Gnadenthal. It is the first time that a Hottentot 
has ventured on such an undertaking on his own account. 

** At Groenekloof, the missionaries were in tolerable health. Pro- 
visions are, this year, in most parts of the colony, very cheap; and 
after many years of struggle, the Hottentots will probably have an 
easy year of it. We hope and pray, that Brother Schmitt and his 
company may soon arrive with you in safety. We commend our- 
selves to your love and prayers, and, with cordial salutatiens to all 
friends, I remain your affectionate brother, 

H. P. HALLBECK. 


From Brother Lewis Tevutscu. 
Euim, March 21st, 1828. 
Dear BrorTseER, 

**T GLAaDLy avail myself of the present opportunity of replying to 
your kind letter, dated August 22d, 1827, and giving you some de- 
tails of the service in which I have the favour of being engaged. 
The interest which you and so many dear friends in England take in 
the progress of the Cape mission, will, I am persuadedy 
following particulars relative to this new-formed stati 
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ther unacceptable. Since the departure of our late beloved fellow- 
labourer, Brother Bonatz, which took place on the 16th December, 
the care of the congregation at this place has devolved on Brother 
Thomsen and myself, and I am thankful to say, that we have thus 
far experienced the gracious support of our Saviour, in the discharge 
of our various duties in His house. Our little flock of Hottentots 
increases both in number and in grace, and their conduct exhibits, 
in a striking manner, the blessed effects produced by the simple 
preaching of the word of the cross. Very few of our people are ge- 
nuine Hottentots; the generality belong to the class called Bastards, 
who are by no means of an equally mild and peaceable disposition. 
When we therefore see persons, who, in their natural state, are apt 
to quarrel with each other about every trifle, so changed by the 
grace of God, that they become peaceable and forbearing, we cannot 
but feel encouraged to proceed in our labours. The surest means of 
putting an end to contention, is to remind those who are disposed to 
it, of the great object of their living together; and to explain to 
them the debt of gratitude they owe to that Saviour who has pur- 
chased eternal salvation for them, and has brought them in mercy to 
a place where they may daily hear of Him, and be instructed in the 
way of life and happiness. At the close of last year, we numbered 
98 inhabitants of our place, 28 more than at its commencement. 
These people live in fifteen houses, built in a line with each other. 
Besides these, there are four houses now in progress. Hitherto we 
have been enabled, by the generosity of our friends in Europe, to af- 
ford some assistance to those Hottentots who undertook to build 
walled houses: and indeed without such help, the poor people would 
not be able to provide themselves with dwellings of this description. 
A Hottentot house is about 20 feet long, and 12 feet broad, the four 
walls being built of earth or clay: such a house is called a walled 
house; the ordinary dwellings of the Hottentots being merely huts 
constructed of reeds. Lach of the houses above mentioned is built 
after a plan which we furnish, that order and regularity may be 
preserved. Since the beginning of the year two more families have 
obtained leave to remove hither; we may therefore hope soon to see 
a commencement made of a second row of houses, which will be 
erected parallel with the former, so as toform a street. The land 
about this settlement affords good pasturage for cattle, but is ill 
adapted to the cultivation of corn. Even were it in our power to 
make a portion of it arable, it would be of little avail, owing to the 
difficulty of protecting the crops from the inroads of the horses, 
which are kept in great numbers in this neighbourhood. At present 
our Hottentots earn their livelihood, chiefly by working with the 
farmers. ‘Their flourishing gardens, situated in the valley adjoining 
our settlement, are well cultivated, and likewise contribute to their 
maintenance. From the sea, they obtain frequent supplies of fish, 
and from the salt-pans, salt in abundance; and for the surplus, which 

© providing themselves and their families, they find a 
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hitherto been mercifully preserved from want, the price of corn be- 
ing unusually low, owing to the abundant harvest of last year. The 
building of a new mill, in which we are now engaged, affords em- 
ployment to many of them. 

**On the 26th November last, we entered our new dwelling- 
house, which we find much healthier, as well as more convenient 
than the old one. The latter is converted into a place of worship; 
the interior space which is 46 feet by 15, being quite sufficient to 
accommodate our own congregation, as well as the farmers and Hot- 
tentots from the neighbourhood, who attend our public services. 
We opened this neat little church for the first time, on the 9th of 
January, on which occasion a discourse was delivered to an atten- 
tive auditory, from Luke xi. 28, and all present were exhorted, to 
be not merely hearers, but also doers of the word. During the 
fortnight which elapsed before the church could be opened, we as- 
sembled together every evening under the canopy of heaven, to 
bring our sacrifice of praise and prayer to the God of our salvation, 
whose cheering presence was powerfully felt among us. The Sun- 
day’s services were held in the same manner. 

‘* Having now given you a pretty circumstantial account of our 
situation, and that of our Hottentots, and described as far as I was 
able the progress of the mission in this place, it only remains forme 
to request an interest in your prayers, and in those of our dear 
brethren and friends in Europe, that the Lord may be pleased fo 
bless our feeble endeavours to promote the knowledge of His sav 
gospel also in this neighbourhood, and to lead many souls in the 
of life and salvation. I am, &c. LEWIS TEUTSCH. _ 


pe 


GREENLAND. 


Extract of the Diary of FRepERICKSTHAL in GREENLAND, from 
January to September, 1825. 


January 1st. We entered into this new year with prayer, that 
the Lord would daily lead us, and the congregation committed to our 
charge, to the rich pastures of His word, and supply us with every 
needful gift and grace. The morning service was numerously at- 
tended, when we considered the meaning and virtue of the blessed 
name of Jesus, in which alone there is salvation. In the evening, 
the communicants met at the Lord’s table. 

Sd. We spent a sleepless night, in consequence of a dreadful gale 
of wind, accompanied by violent rain. Ever since the fright which 
a storm from the south occasioned, when it carried away a part of the 
roof of our house, we are terrified whenever the south wind begins 
to blow strong. 

6th. We celebrated, for the first time in this place, the festival of 
Epiphany. Ejve persons were added to the candidates for holy bap- 
tism; two widows and two children were baptized. 


; * 
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In a conference held with the assistants on the 9th, they related 
many pleasing instances of the ardent desire of our Greenlanders to 
be truly united by faith to Christ. And when we subsequently con- 
versed with the members of the congregation, their hearts and lips 
overflowed with expressions of gratitude for all the blessings they 
had lately enjoyed. A woman said, ‘*‘ The Lord is my all; towards 
** Him my thoughts are constantly directed, whether I lie down, or 
** sit up; whether alone or in company.” 

12th. A little girl, only two years old, was baptized on her sick- 
bed. It was a moving sight to see the little sufferer sit most de- 
voutly on her bed, her hands folded, and her eyes lifted up to hea- 
ven. She was afterwards restored to health. 

A remarkably brilliant rain-bow appeared to-day in the heavens, 
which we mention as an extraordinary phenomenon in the midst of a 
Greenland winter. It was followed by intense cold. 

19h. We celebrated the anniversary of the beginning of the mis- 
sion in Greenland in 1733, now 92 years ago, with praise and thanks- 
giving to God, for the rich blessing He has been pleased to lay upon 
the labours of our brethren in this inhospitable climate, and among 
a people so rude and ignorant. One of the Greenland brethren said 
in conversation, ‘‘ Because my heart is sick, I know of no greater 
*‘and more efficacious remedy, than the enjoyment of the body and 
“blood of Christ, in the holy sacrament; I hunger and thirst for this 
** heavenly food, and always experience that my poor soul is truly 
**nourished thereby, by faith in Him who died to save even me.” 
"Another said, ‘‘ When I examine myself previous to the holy com- 
Tamales, I discover nothing in myself but sinfulness and misery. 

Then I think, it thou wert better, and not so very full of sin, thou 
““wouldst be a more worthy guest at the Lord’s table.” We told 
him that our Saviour had prepared this repast for such as felt them- 
selves quite undone without Him. He exclaimed, ‘‘ Ah, that isa 
* comfortable word !” 

28th. The Greenland assistant, Shem, addressed the congregation 
to the following effect: ‘‘ As often as we assemble together in the 
** Lord’s house, it is principally with a view to consider the suffer- 
“* ings and death of our Saviour, and what is thereby procured for 
‘‘us. This is the more needful, because we are apt to forget this 
** highest act of His love towards us, or to treat it with indifference. 
‘* His love admits of no comparison; and we daily find fresh cause 
‘* of gratitude towards Him. But lately, you were all living care- 
**lessly, and in the darkness of heathenish superstition; without 
** asking after God, who was to you an unknown God, You did not 
**seek Him, but He followed you as straying sheep, and chose you 
**to be members of that fold of which He is the Shepherd. Here 
** He has collected you together, that He might show His power in 
** cleansing you from your sins; for His blood was also shed for the 
**poor Greenlanders. For us also He exclaimed on the cross, Jt is 
** finished, riamely, the work of the redemption of a race of sinners, 
‘* whom He has now purchased for Himself by sufferings and death. 

nt * 
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** May this ever be before your eyes, and in your hearts! Thank 
“Him every day of your lives for His infinite love and eompassion. 
“* This is well pleasing in His sight. Yet our best thanks fall far 
** short of the debt of gratitude we owe to Him.” 

February. Speaking with the baptized and unbaptized members 
of our small community, one of the latter said, ‘‘ At last the sun is 
“* again rising, (that is, spring is approaching,) but my wife and I are 
‘in the same state we were a year ago. Weare not even admitted 
** into the class of candidates for baptism. The reason is, because I 
**am so full of vanity and pride.” Some told us, how desirous they 
had formerly been to learn all the superstitious rites of the heathen; 
and inquired whether God would pardon them for it. We assured 
them, that He was ready to pardon all former sins committed in ig- 
norance, and He now only requires that they should seek Him with 
sincerity and uprightnéss of heart, A boy said, ‘‘ I am bad, very 
“‘bad, and full of disobedience.” When we spoke to him of the 
necessity of praying for a new heart, and a right spirit within him, 
he replied: ‘‘I have no pleasure in disobedience, and whenever I do 
** that which is evil, I feel sorrow and remorse, and say, ‘ ah, that I 
“were a new creature!’” The assistants gave us a pleasing report 
of those who have been lately baptized; they attend all the meetings 
With diligence and delight, and endeavour to learn texts and hymns. 

The first Sunday in Lent was a distinguished day of blessing, on 
which 24 persons were received into the Christian church by holy 
baptism. We are unable to describe such a scene, and the feelings 
which pervade our hearts on these solemn occasions. 

15th. The assistant Nathaniel addressed his countrymen, and 
said, ‘“‘ Direct the eye of your mind constantly to the cross of Jesus. 
Turn not from this affecting sight; and though you cannot, at all 
times, pray to the Lord in a form of words, let your hearts and 
thoughts be always directed towards Him. Meditate upon what He 
has done for you, and maintain a constant intercourse with Him. If 
you do this you will have peace within. He will not neglect us, 
since the ardour of His love constrained Him to suffer, bleed, and 
die on our account.” 

22d. Six persons were confirmed for the first enjoyment of the 
Lord’s Supper, and it is with heartfelt gratitude that we see our lit- 
tle company of communicants increase, both in number and grace. 
One of them made the following observation: ‘* When I consider 
“that the angels, who are pure and holy, veil their faces before the 
“* majesty of Jesus the Son of God, I am overwhelmed with the idea 
** of the unspeakable condescension of our Saviour, who does not dis- 
“*dain to meet poor sinners, and to sup with them.” 

23d. We called upon two heathen men, who live about a day’s 
journey from hence. One of them began immediately to speak of 
the happiness enjoyed by those of his countrymen, who believe in 
the gospel.. We answered, that he might enjoy the same, and that 
it ought to be his first concern to attain to it; he replied that this was 
his earnest wish, and that he had removed with his family to this 
part of the country for no other purpose. 
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March 5th. Several of the Greenland brethren went to the east- 
ward to fish for seals, and were successful. Upon the whole we can 
give our Greenlanders that testimony, that they are not slothful in 
business, but attend with diligence to their several duties, being 
careful in the management of the little property they possess, and 
no longer abusing what God gives them in a day of plenty, as they 
did when they were heathen. 

13th. We had the favour to administer holy baptism to 13 per- 
sons. During the Passion-week, our little chapel was hardly able to 
contain the numbers that came to hear the reading of the daily les- 
sons. Violent storms raged from without, but within the peace of 
God.filled our hearts, more especially on Maundy Thursday, when 
we celebrated the institution of the holy sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. 


( To be concluded in the next number. ) 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 
CIIEROKEES. 


The single Brother Francis Eder, from Germany, called to serve 
the Lord among the Cherokees, arrived at Salem, N.C. via Balti- 
more, on the 23d of June last, grateful for the divine protection 
which he had experienced on his long and stormy voyage. He de- 
voted himself to the necessary study of the English language during 
his stay of some months in the ‘midst of said congregation, and hav- 
ing entered into the matrimonial state with the single sister Caroline 
F. Eberhard of that place, he set out in the beginning of October 
for the place of his ultimate destination, accompanied by the single 
brother Henry G. Clauder, as his assistant in the missionary work. 
They will reside at Oochgeloogy, in the place of Brother and Sister 
Smith, who have been recalled. 

Our missionaries on both stations among the Cherokees enjoyed 
good health during the summer. In Springplace the Ist of June and 
20th,of July were days of special blessing from the Lord, the little 
flock receiving an addition of three individuals on the one day, and 
a fourth on the other by holy baptism. On the last mentioned 
day, likewise, our negro brother Christian Jacob was confirmed, and 
on this occasion more than 100 persons had assembled together. 
The missionaries felt greatly encouraged thereby to devote every 
power of body and mind to the Saviour in the sacred cause of win 
ning souls to Christ. 


NEW FAIRFIELD, (U. C.) 


Letters from this station of the end of August inform that the mis- 
sionary family was enjoying good health. The new church was at 
that time so far completed, that the consecration of the same could 
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be fixed for the 17th September, the day on which, 13 years before, 
the old church had been consecrated. The Indian congregation is 
greatly pleased with this place of worship. The missionaries ex- 
press the wish, that their flock may enjoy the benefit of this house of 
God for a long time to come, and feel the divine power of the gos- 


pel in their hearts, still more effectually than has hitherto been the 
case. 


JAMAICA. 


Our dear Brother and Sister Zorn, destined for our mission on the 
island of Jamaica, Jeft the port of Philadelphia June 30th, and arriv- 
ed safe at St. Bartholomews on the evening of the 24th July, after an 
uncommonly long and boisterous passage, and a few days after had 
the pleasure to be welcomed by our brethren in St- Thomas. Ac- 
cording to a letter from Brother Sybrecht in St. Thomas, dated Sept. 
5th, they set sail for Jamaica on the 3d of that month. 

The following communication from Brother Zorn, written whilst 
in the island of St. Thomas, will we trust be found interesting to 
our readers. 

Exiract of a letter from Brother Zorn and his wife to their mothers 
at Bethlehemand Nazareth. 


N. B. Brother Zorn and his wife are both children of former Missionaries 
in the Danish West India Islands. 


Sr. Tuomas, 28th August, 1828. 

Truly happy as we both feel among our dear brethren and sisters 
here, we often long to enjoy your company. You see we are still 
here, but a vessel is about to sail for Jamaica September Ist, in which 
we have engaged a passage. Let me give you some account of the 
manner in which we have spent our time. The indisposition with 
which my dear C. was attacked shortly after our arrival, having 
rendered it impossible for us to avail ourselves of the first opportu- 
nity for Jamaica, we found, after her recovery, that some weeks 
would elapse before another would offer, and accordingly we resolv- 
ed to improve this interval in visiting our friends in St. Croix. We 
left St. Thomas in the government schooner soon after noon, 14th 
instant, and arrived about 9 o’clock in the evening at Bassend, some- 
what surprised by the violent attacks of sea-sickness which both of 
us had to endure in this short passage. The captain introduced us 
to the person who acts as book-keeper for Friedensthal, and finds it 
a pleasure to render assistance to all arriving missionaries. The 
messenger sent by him to apprize our brethren there of our arrival, 
soon returned with a request that we would walk out thither imme- 
diately, their only chaise being absent, In half an hour we entered 
my birth-place, which I distinctly recollected even by star light, 
and were most cordially received. After we had partaken of some 
refreshment, we were shown to bed in a room, in which I well re- 
member my dear mother once lying sick. My first occupation in the 
morning was to revisit the scenes of my early years, which, except» 
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ing some trees Which the hurricane destroyed, seemed perfectly un- 
altered. My dear father’s grave, and those of my brothers and sis- 
ters, were soon found. Numbers of old negroes who had known 
Baas Zorn and Frau Sarah, and Frau Rosina, came to see us. 
Among them was the mother of Christopher my former play-fellow, 
old Magdalen, who knew scarcely how to express her joy that she had 
lived to see so happy an event. They were all eager te testify their 
delight to see the children of their former teachers returning upon 
the same errand. One woman exclaimed with big tears of joy in 
her eyes, **O now I die contented, since I see the Creole children 
came back to us.” Many were eager to recall to my remembrance 
little events of my childhood, and all anxious thag we should assure 
you of their grateful remembrance. Sunday f7th, I preached in 
English, but sang Creole hymns, and was present at the reception 
of three men and eight women among the assistants, deeply affected 
by the humility with which they all accepted their appointment, 
and the whole of the solemnity. I could not refrain from tears, and 
Caroline observed, that she was certain, many sisters at Bethlehem, 
could they spend such a day among the converted blacks here, would 
become eager to devote themselves to the Lord’s service among 
them. In the evening I had the pleasure to meet some of my old 
fellow-scholars at Nazareth in town, Monday to Wednesday we 
spent at Friedensfeld most pleasantly, The small house in which 
you and my good father lived when: you commenced the establish- 
ment, is now the shoemaker’s shop. From Thursday to Sunday 
evening we were at Friedensberg. Brother Plaettner being indis- 
posed, I was desired to keep several meetings, and the preaching on 
Sunday was attended by 30 to 40 white persons, besides a numerous 
black congregation. On the next Wednesday we returned to St. 
Thomas, and have now a prospect of setting sail for Jamaica ina 
few days. We are both in good health, and feel assured that we 
Shall be very happy in our calling, if the Lord grants to us His 
countenance. You too, dear mothers, will be sure to enjoy His 
blessings richly. 
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